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REPORT 



To His Excellency R. Livingston Beeckman, Governor of the 
Slate of Rhode Island. 

Sir: — Complying with the provisions of Section 9 of Chapter 
795 of the Public Laws of Rhode Island, the Public Utilities Com- 
mission presents its sixth annual report. 

RECOMMENDATIONS. 

The Commission each year has su^ested certain amendments to 
the Public Utilities Act in order that the public might be assured 
of the benefits which the Act as originally drawn contemplated, 
and these amendments are again recommended. 

There now has been ample opportunity for the Commission to 
ascertain that, under the present law, any public utility can estab- 
lish rates and practices which will become effective even while 
steps are being taken to determine their reasonableness. 

This is particularly true as to rates as the law provides, in 
effect, that any rate upon which thirty days' notice is given to 
the public and the Commission becomes a lawful rate unless other- 
wise ordered by the Commission after a full hearing. 

The length of time required by the Act in which to issue notices 
of investigation and hearing and to hold such full hearing, partic- 
ularly in rate making matters, is palpably too brief for a determina- 
tion of the matter before the expiration of the thirty days and in 
consequence there arises the complex condition of a rate becom- 
ing effective while the question of its reasonableness is in process 
of adjudication. 
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4 REPORT OF PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION. 

Without additional legislation the Commission is without power 
to prevent such a complication, even though it has taken the initia- 
tive in an investigation, and it is therefore recommended that the 
Public Utilities Act be amended so that the Commission, without » 
hearing, upon the filing of a complaint or upon notice of investiga- 
tion on its own motion, may order the suspension of any rate or 
practice by any utility for a period of not exceeding ninety days, 
with additional authority for a further suspension of a lilce period 
if the matter has not been finally adjudicated within such period. 

The railroad and railway companies, owning or operating lines 
within the State, have continued to furnish reports as heretofore 
at the request of the Commission but there is no provision of law 
requirit^ such reports and delays in filing have resulted owing to 
the fact that no definite date is fixed by statute. 

As was stated in the last report of the Commission, the report- 
ing year of all common carriers subject to the Act to regulate 
commerce was changed from the thirtieth day of June to the thirty- 
first day of December by the Interstate Commerce Commission and 
this Commission, together with practically all State Commissions, 
■ made a similar change, in order that all reports might be for a 
uniform period. 

The Commission therefore recommends that an amendment to 
the law be enacted requiring all railroad and railway companies to 
file with the Commission on or before the thirty-first day of March 
in each year a report in such form as may be prescribed by the 
Commission for the year ending on the thirty-first day of Decem- 
ber next preceding. 

The Commission further recommends that a change be made in 
the law relative to the date upon which its report shall be pre- 
sented to the Governor. 

This law now requires that such report shall be presented to the 
Governor on the fifteenth day of January and it is obvious that 
under the existii^ provision the statistical tables cannot be for the 
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preceding calendar year, but must, of necessity be a year old. 

By fixing by law the thirty-first of March as the time for filing 
reports by the railroads and railways as heretofore suggested, the 
Commission, by insisting upon a strict compliance with the law, 
would be able to prepare a report containing statistics of the pre- 
ceding calendar year which could be presented to the Governor 
previous to the adjournment of the Legislature. 

It is therefore recommended that the provision of the Act rela- 
tive to the presentation of the Commission's report to the Gover- 
nor be amended so that such report may be presented at any time 
prior to the adjournment of the I^egistature. 

COMPLAINTS. 

The Commission, on its own motion, instituted summary investi- 
gations in two instances of the reasonableness of proposed rates, 
one of such being against the Bay State Street Railway Company 
and the other against the Providence Gas Company. 

In the Bay State Street Railway Company case the matter was 
heard and determined and in the proceedings against the Provi- 
dence Gas Company the matter was heard in part and is still 
pending. 

The Commission also heard in part the complaint of James J. 
Walsh et al against the Bristol and Warren Water Works Com- 
pany. 

INFORMAL COMPLAINTS. 

Complaints of an informal nature and covering a wide range of 
subjects having to do with all the public utilities have been handled 
direct with them, either by letter or a personal investigation be- 
tween the complainants and public utilities, by the Agent of the 
Commission. 

These complaints reach the Commission in different forms, some- 
times a letter is received from one or more complainants, occasion- 
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ally they are received over the telephone and many times the com- 
plainants call at the office of the Commission in person. The com- 
plaints are investigated at once and adjusted as promptly as pos- 
sible. 

In addition to matters of that kind, there has been a close watch 
kept on grade crossings of both the steam and electric railways 
and steps taken in several instances' for the safety of the public 
in the installation of electric warning signals and in other cases 
where the view of the tracks was obscured by brush trees, they 
have been cut down, so that the crossings have been made more 
safe. 

NARRAfiANSETT PlER DIVISION. 

In October, 1917 our Agent reported after a tour of inspection 
of this division, that the tracks below Kingston Station were in 
bad condition, many rotten ties were found and in several instances 
spikes had worked loose and did not hold. The ties on bridge 
over Chepuxet Brook were rotten and the same condition as to 
spikes was found. This matter was taken up immediately by let- 
ter with The Rhode Island Company and they at once issued in- 
structions which were carried out as soon as possible to renew 
ties and generally correct the situation. 

On October 8, there was a head-on collision at Peace Dale, R. 
I., between a passenger and freight train. A preliminary investi- 
gation into the cause of this wreck was held that night in the 
Train Despatcher's office at Peace Dale and on October 11 a 
thorough investigation was held at the office of Division Superin- 
tendent at Wakefield. It was found that the Company had no 
definite set of rules governing the running of extra trains, and 
-the Investigation also brought out the fact that there was a general 
looseness in the operation of trains on that Division. The result 
of the investigation was that the Commission instructed the officials 
of the Company to put in force an up to date set of rules govern- 
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ing train orders, signals, etc. These rules were made up and be- 
came a part of the working time table Number 152, effective 
November 25, I9I7 and will remain in force hereafter. It is ex- 
pected that accidents of that nature will not occur in the future, 
providing these rules are lived up to, 

STATISTICS, 

The reporting year of the railroads and railways having been 
changed to correspond with the calendar year, the statistical tables 
herein contained are for the year ending December 31, 1916, the 
Commission following the plan adopted by the Interstate Com- 
merce Commission and having returns made for the entire calen- 
dar year of 1916. 

The statistics having been previously compiled for the year end- 
ing on the thirtieth day of June, the latest statistics necessarily con- 
tain a half year which had been previously reported. 

The comparisons which have been made are with the statistics 
for the last fiscal year reported, 

R.MUROAD RETURNS. 

For the year ending December 31, 1916, annual returns were 
received from the following railroad corporations, viz.; The New 
York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad Company, Boston and 
Providence Railroad Corporation, Old Colony Railroad Company. 
Providence and Worcester Rail Road Company, Providence. 
Warren & Bristol Railroad Company. Narragansett Pier R. R. 
Co., Moshassuck Valley Railroad Company, and Wood River 
Branch Railroad Company. 

There were no changes in the list of operating companies: The 
New York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad Company, Moshas- 
suck Valley Railroad Company, and Wood River Branch Railroad 
Company being the only operating companies, the last two operating 
their own lines only, and the first named operating, in addition to 
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its own line, the Boston and Providence Railroad Corporation, Old 
Colony Railroad Company, Providence, Warren & Bristol Rail- 
road Company and Providence and Worcester Rail Road Company. 
The Narragansett Pier R, R. Co. is operated by The Rhode 
Island Company, and the operating statistics again, as in the past, 
are included in the statistics of street railways. 

CAprTAL Stock. 

The total par value of authorized capital stock of the railroads 
owning or 0])erating lines within the Slate is $21 1.379,400.00, the 
amount being the same as previously reported and the amount of 
capital stock outstanding is $188,226,300.00, the same as the amount 
reported for the year ending June 30, 1916. 

The companies reporting outstanding capital stock in excess of 
$1,000,000.00 are The New York. New Haven and Hartford Rail- 
road Company, with a total of $157,117,900.00; Boston and Provi- 
dence Railroad Corporation, -$3,996,000.00; Old Colony Railroad 
Company, $22,294,000.00; Providence & Worcester Rail Road 
Company, $3,500,000.00, all of the amounts being the same as prev- 
iously reported. 

Dividends. 
The dividends paid amounted lo $2,368,008.00, the total being 
the same as reported for the previous year. This is accounted 
for by the fact that, as in the preceding year, none of the operating 
companies paid dividends and that the amounts paid are sums 
guaranteed to the non-operating by the operating companies. 



The total assets reported amount to $522,985,760.69, comprising 
the following items ; road and equipment, $254,514,746.45; all 
other investments, $235,142,485.90; current assets, $29,200,832.67 
deferred assets, $185,370.56; unadjusted debits, $3,942,325.11. 
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There was a net increase of $1,818,797.00 in the value of road 
and equipment, The New York, New Haven and Hartford Rail- 
road Company showing an increase of $1,706,042.46; the Old 
Colony Railroad Company an increase of $104,975.74 and the 
Moshassuck Valley Railroad Company an increase of $7,778.80. 

There was a net decrease of all other investments' of $1,301,- 
176.48, The New York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad Com- 
pany reporting a decrease of $1,307,749.85 and the Old Colcxiy 
Railroad Company an increase of $6,573,37. 

In current assets there was a net increase of $3,279,245.54, The 
New York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad Company reporting 
an increase of $3,373,505.60, Ihe Moshassuck Valley Railroad Com- 
pany, an increase of $6,004.35 the Providence & Worcester 
Rail Road Company, an increase of $592.41 and the Providence, 
Warren & Bristol Railroad Company, an increase of $45.25. De- 
creases in current assets were reported as follows : Boston aSid 
Providence Railroad Corporation, $100,096.82; Old Colony Rail- 
road Company, $425.70 and the ■ Wood River Branch Railroad 
Company, $379.55. 

The deferred assets showed an increase of $4,720.00, all of 
which was reported by The New York, New Haven and Hart- 
ford Railroad Company. 

The New York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad Company 
reported an increase of $332,682.28 in unadjusted debits and the 
Moshassuck Valley Railroad Company a decrease of $107.00, mak- 
ing a net increase of $332,575.28. 

The total assets as reported disclosed a net increase of $4,134,- 
161.34, of which $4,109,200.49 was reported by The New York, 
New Haven and Hartford Railroad Company, $111,123.41 by the 
Old Colony Railroad Company. $592.41 by the Providence & 
Worcester Rail Road Company, $45.25 by the Providence, Warren 
& Bristol Railroad Company and $13,676.15 by the Moshassuck 
Valley Railroad Company. A decrease of $100,096.82 was report- 
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ed by the Boston and Providence Railroad Corporation and a de- 
crease of $379.55 by the Wood River Branch Railroad Company. 

Liabilities. 

The total liabilities reported comprised the following items: 
total stock, $214,565,136.34; long term debt, including govern- 
mental grant of $37,529.28, $232,429,990.60; current liabilities, 
$39,400,746.21; deferred liabilities, $167,998.12; unadjusted 
credits, $10,559,825.98; corporate surplus. $25,862,063.44. 

The governmental grants reported showed an increase of $19,- 
257.59, all of which was reported by The New York, New Haven 
and Hartford Railroad Company and the long term debt dis- 
closed a decrease of $51,469.37, also all reported by The New 
York. New Haven and Hartford Railroad Company. 

There was a net decrease in current liabilities of .$807,173.54, 
The New York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad Company re- 
porting a decrease of $812,378.24, the Bo.ston and Providence Rail- 
road Corporation a decrease of $99,555.30 and the Moshassuck 
Valley Railroad Company a decrease of $1,154,49 and increases 
being reported as follows: Old Colony Railroad Company, $104,- 
550.04; Providence & Worcester Rail Road Company, $83.20 and 
Wood River Branch Railroad Company, $1,681.25. 

There was a net increase in deferred liabilities of $28,175.49. 
The New York, \ew Haven and Hartford Railroad Company re-' 
porting an increase of $28,509.75 and the Wood River Branch Rail- 
road Company a decrease of $334.26. 

There was a net increase of unadjusted credits of $3,582,801.58. 
The New York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad Company re- 
porting an increase of $3,555,995.88, the Moshassuck Valley Rail- 
road Company an increase of $444.00 and the Old Colony Rail- 
road Company reporting a decrease of $3,480.32 and the Wood 
River Branch Railroad Company a decrease of $157.98. 

There was a, net increase in corporate surplus amounting to 
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IH.S92,S69.S9, increases being reported as follows; The New York, 
New Haven and Hartford Railroad Company, $4,569,284.88; Old 
Colony Railroad Company, $10,053.69; Providence & Worcester 
Rail Road Company. $509.21 ; Providence. Warren & Bristol Rail- 
road Company. $45.25 and the Moshassuck Valley Railroad Com- 
pany, $14,386.64. The Boston and Providence Railroad Corpora- 
tion reported a decrease of $141.52; the Wood River Branch Rail- 
road Company a decrease of $1,568.56 and there was no change 
reported by the Narragansett Pier R. R. Co. 

OPGRATrNc; Income. 

The total operating income reported, $23,088,474.53 was an in- 
crease of $699,527.92. The New York, New Haven and Hartford 
Railroad Company reporting an increase of $676,476.85, the 
Moshassuck Valley Railroad Company an increase of $21,677.85 
and the Wood River Branch Railroad Company an increase of 
$1,373.22. 

The total railway operating revenues reported amounted to 
$80,534,227.42, all of the operating companies showing an increase, 
that of The New York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad Com- 
pany being $4,120,513.74, Moshassuck Valley Railroad Company, 
$21,129.51 and the Wood River Branch Railroad Company, 
$3,447.89, making a total of $4,145,091.14. 

The railway operating expenses amounted to $54,440,811.88. a 
net increase of $3,293,808.43. The New York, New Haven and 
Hartford Railroad Company reported an increase of $3,293,670.99, 
the Wood River Branch Railroad Company an increase of $1,946.90 
and the Moshassuck Valley Railroad Company a decrease of 
$1,809.46. 

The total net revenue from railway operations amounted to 
$26,093,415.54. which was an increase of $851,282.71, of which 
The New York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad Company re- 
ported $826,842.75, the Moshassuck Valley Railroad Company, 
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$22,938.77 and the Wood River Branch Railroad Company, 
$1,500.99. 

The total net railway operating income was $23,079,153.05, the 
same being an increase of $700,808.09. Increases were reported 
as follows: The New Yo,rk, New Haven and Hartford Railroad 
Company, $677.757.(e, the Moshassuck Valley Railroad Company, 
$21,677.85 and the Wood River Branch Railroad Company, 
$1,373,22. The railway operating income of the Wood River 
Branch Railroad Company was a deficit of $922.06. 

The only miscellaneous operating income was reported by The 
New York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad Company, the 
amount being $9,321.48 a decrease of $1,280.17. 

Non-Opkrating Income. 

The total non-operating income reported amounted to $10,405,- 
832.60, The New York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad Com- 
pany showing an increase of $829,050.43, the Old Colony Railroad 
Company an increase of $3,605.12, Providence & Worcester Rail 
Road Company an increase of $64.91, Providence, Warren & Bris- 
tol Railroad Company an increase of $2.48, the Moshassuck Valley 
Railroad Company an increase of $8,398.43, Wood River Branch 
Railroad Company an increase of $7.88 and the, Boston and Provi- 
'dence Railroad Corporation a decrease of $4,914.53, making a net 
increase of $836,214.72. 

The gross income reported amounted to $33,495,307.13, the de- 
ductions from the gross income, $25,540,512.30, making a net in- 
come of $7,954,794.83. The gross income as reported was an in- 
crease of $1,536,742.64, increases being reported as follows: The 
New York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad Company, $1,505,- 
527.28, the Old Colony Railroad Company, $3,605.12, the Provi- 
dence & Worcester Rail Road Company. $64.91, Providence, 
Warren & Bristol Railroad Company, $2.48, Moshassuck Valley 
Railroad Company. $31,076.28, Wood River Branch Railroad Com- 
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panv, $1,381.10. The Boston and Providence Railroad Corpora- 
tion reported a decrease of $4,914.53 and there was no change in 
the income of the Narragansett Pier R. R. Co. 

There was a net increase of $267,527.84 in the deductions from 
gross income, of which amount $266,306.78 was reported by the 
New York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad Company, $476,78 
by the Providence & Worcester Rail Road Company and $5,478.39 
by the Moshassuck Valley Railroad Company. Decreases in de- 
ductions from gross income were reported as follows : Boston and 
Providence Railroad Corporation, $3,561.72; Old Colony Railroad 
Company, $165.20; Wood River Branch Railroad Company, 
$1,007.19. 

The net income reported amounted to $7,954,794.83, which was 
a net increase of $1,269,214.80. Increases were reported as fol- 
lows: The New York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad Com- 
pany. $1,239,220.50; Old Colony Railroad Company, $3,770.32; 
Moshassuck Valley Railroad Company. $25,597.89; Wood River 
Branch Railroad Company, $2,388.29. The Boston and Provi- 
dence Railroad Corporation reported a decrease of $1,352.81 and 
the Old Colony a decrease of $411.87. 

Railway Operating Revenues. 

The total rail line transportation revenues amounted to $76,494,- 
530.31, an increase of $3,629,680.63. The New York, New Haven 
and Hartford Railroad Company's increase being $3,619,870.23, 
that of the Moshassuck Valley Railroad Company $6,362.51 and 
that of the Wood River Branch Railroad Company $3,447.89. The 
rail line transportation revenues were divided as follows: Freight, 
$38,797,178.52; passenger, $31,089,460.19; all other, $6,607,891.60. 
The freight revenues showed an increase of $1,288,714.37, of 
which The New York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad Com- 
pany reported $1,279,404.09, Moshassuck Valley Railroad Com- 
pany, $6,316.51 and the Wood River Branch Railroad Company, 
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^,993.77. The passenger revenues were an increase of $1,'164,- 
572.58, of which amount The New York, New Haven and 
Hartford. Railroad Company reported $1,464,467.85. The 
Moshassuck \ 'alley Railroad Company and the Wood River 
Branch Railroad Company both showed a slight increase. The 
other rail line trans|iortation revenues were all increases. The 
New York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad Company report- 
ing an increase of $875,998.29 and the Wood River Branch Rail- 
road Company and Moshassuck Valley Railroad Company small 
amounts. 

The total incidental operating revenues amounted to $3,333.- 
862.37. an increa-;e of *486,553.16 of which amount $471,786,16 
was reported by The New York, New Haven and Hartford Rail- 
road Company and $14,767.00 by the Moshassuck Valley Railroad 
Company. 

Railway Operating. Expenses. 

The total railway operating expenses reported amounted to 
$54,440,811.88, a net increase of .$3,293,808.43. The New York, 
New Haven and Hartford Railroad Company reported an increase 
of $3,293,670.99, the Wood River Branch Railroad Company an 
increase of $1,946.90 and the Moshassuck Valley Railroad Com- 
pany a decrease of $1,809.46. The railway operating expenses 
were divided as follows: maintenance of ways and structures, 
$8,986,030.42; maintenance of equipment, $10,699,510.86; traffic 
expenses, $506,086.82; transjiortation expenses, $31,252,695.43; 
miscellaneous operaliuns, $1,054,324.55; general, $1,995,163.57. 
The maintenance of ways and structures was an increase of $198,- 
756.25. of which $197,889.57 was reported by The New York. 
New Haven and Hartford Railroad Company; maintenance of 
equipment a net decrease of $165,911.52, The New York, New 
Haven and Hartford Railroad Company reporting a decrease of 
$165,664.94. The traffic expenses showed a net increase of $35,- 
028.27, The New York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad Com- 
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pany showing an increase of $35,054.17 and the Moshassuck Valley 
Railroad Company a slight decrease. 

In transportation expenses there was an increase of $2,799,- 
685.01, The New York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad Com- 
pany reporting an increase of $2,795,404.69, Moshassuck Valley 
Railroad Company an increase of $2,700.74, the Wood River 
Branch Railroad Company an increase of $1,579.58. There was 
an increase of $208,545.75 in miscellaneous expenses, all of which 
was reported by The New York, New Haven and Hartford Rail- 
road Company. There was a net increase in general expenses of 
$214,194.30, The New York. New Haven and Hartford Railroad 
Company showing an increase of $218,931.88, the Moshassuck 
Valley Railroad Company a decrease of $4,697.25 and the Wood 
River Branch Railroad Company a slight decrease. 

Train Miles. 

The total transportation service train mileage reported amounted 
to 23,269,860 miles, and the work service train mileage, 1,088,410 
miles. The transportation service train mileage was divided as 
follows: freight. 7.660.747 miles, an increase of 476.933 miles, of 
which 476,301 miles was reported by The New York, New Haven 
and Hartford Railroad Company and 632 miles by the Moshassuck 
N'alley Railroad Company; passenger. 15.393,888 miles, an in- 
crease of 223,992 miles, of which The New York. .New Haven 
and Hartford Railroad Company reported 223,977 miles; mixed. 
202.733 miles, an increase of 5,003 miles, of which The New York, 
New Haven and Hartford Railroad Company reported 4,414 mile; 
and the \\'oo<i River Branch Railroad Company the remainder; 
special. 12,492 miles, all of which was reported by The New York, 
New Haven and Hartford Railroad Company, same being an in- 
crease of 2,976 miles, making a total net increase in the total trans- 
portation service train mileage of 708.904 miles, of which 707.668 
miles was reported by The New York, New Haven and Hart- 
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ford Railroad Company, 620 miles by the Moshassiick Valley Rail- 
road Company and 616 mites by the Wood River Branch Railroa<l 
Company. 

Locomotive Miles. 
The total transportation service locomotive mileage reported 
amounted to 32,913,433 miles, an increase of 824,675 miles, of 
which 825,585 miles was reported by The New York, New Haven 
and Hartford Railroad Company, 668 miles by the Wood River 
Branch Railroad Company and the Moshassuck Valley Railroad 
Company showing a decrease of 1,578 miles. The locomotive 
mileage was divided as follows: freight. 8,628,715 miles, an in- 
crease of 243,112 miles, of which 242,480 miles was reported by 
The New York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad Company and 
632 miles by the Moshassuck Valley Railroad Company; passenger, 
16,285.537 miles, an increase of 292.501 miles. The New York, 
New Haven and Harlford Railroad Comjiany reporting an increase 
of 292.487 miles, the Moshassuck Valley Railroad Company a 
slight decrease and the Wood River Branch Railroad Company a 
slight increase; mixed, 202,IBS miles, an increase of 5,315 miles, 
of which 4,726 miles was reported by The New York, New Haven 
and Hartford Railroad Company and the balance by the Wood 
River Branch Railroad Company ; special, 13.105 miles, all of 
which was reported by The New York, New Haven and Hartford 
Railroad Company and which was an increase of 3,004 miles; train 
switching, 1,099,637 miles, which was a decrease of 130,885 miles. 
The New York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad Company 
showing a decrease of 130,931 miles, the Moshassuck Valley Rail- 
road Company a small decrease and the Wood River Branch Rail- 
road Company a small increase; yard switching, 6,684,251 miles, 
an increase of 411,678 miles. The New York, New Haven and 
Hartford Railroad Company shoving an increase of 413,820 miles 
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and the Moshassuck Valley Railroad Company a decrease of 
2,142 miles. 

Gar Miles. 

The total transportation service car mileage reported was 294,- 

516.483 miles and the work service car mileage 3,094,137 miles. 
The tqtal transportation service car mileage was an increase of 
228,597 miles. The New York, New Haven and Hartford Rail- 
road Company reporting an increase of 226,772 miles, the Moshas- 
suck Valley Railroad Company an increase of 960 miles and the 
Wood River Branch Railroad Company an increase of 865 miles. 
The work service car mileage was all reported by The New York, 
New Haven and Hartford Railroad Company and was a decrease 
of 644,537 miles. The transportation service car mileage was di- 
vided as follows: freight. 213,139,907 miles, which was a decrease 
of 1,584,936, The New York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad 
Company showing a decrease of 1,585,908 miles and the Moshas- 
suck Valley Railroad Company an increase of 972 miles ; passen- 
ger, 79,751,133 miles; an increase of 1,682,265 miles, The New 
York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad Company showing an 
increase of 1,682,250 miles, the Moshassuck Valley Railroad Com- 
pany a slight decrease and the Wood River Branch Railroad Com- 
Ijany a slight increase; mixed train, 1,467,410 miles, an increase of 

106.484 miles, of which The New York, New Haven and Hart- 
ford Railroad Company reported 104,646 miles and the Wood 
River Branch Railroad Company ihe remainder; special train, 
158,033 miles, all of which was reported by The New York, New 
Haven and Hartford Railroad Company and which was an increase 
of 25,784 miles. 

F\'\ssenger Skrvice. 

The total revenue passengers carried numbered 186,224,127, 
which was an increase of 3,938,142, The New York, New Haven 
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and Hartford Railroad Company reporting an increase of 3,937,190, 
the Moshassuck Valley Railroad Company an increase of 2,448, 
the Wood River Branch Railroad Company a decrease of 1,496. 

The revenue passenger mileage reported was 1,650,620,674, an 
increase of 79,419,646. The New York, New Haven and Hartford 
Railroad Company reporting an increase of 79,414,750 and thi; 
■ Moshassuck Valley Railroad Company the balance. 

Tons and Ton Miles. 
The total tons of freight rei>orted was 32,664,055. of which 
29,635,713 tons were revenue and 3,028,342 tons non-revenue 
freight. Tht- revenue freight carried was an increase of 1,109,738 
tons of which 1,093,628 tons were reported by The New York. 
New Haven and Hartford Railroad Company, 15,114 tons by the 
Moshassuck Valley Railroad Company and 996 by the Wood River 
Branch Railroad Company, The non-revenue freight was all re- 
ported by The New York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad 
Company and was an increase of 243,850 tons, making a total in- 
crease of 1,353,588 tons. 

The total number of ton miles reported was 2,710,096,145, of 
which 2,568.393,030 was revenue and 141.703.115 non-revenue. 
There was an increase of 106,236.164 ton miles of revenue freight, 
of which 106,137.482 ion miles was reported by The New York, 
New Haven and Hartford Railroad Company, 92,006 by the 
Moshassuck \'alley Railroad Company and 6,676 by the Wood 
River Branch Railroad Company. The ton miles of non-revenue 
freight was all reported by The New York, New Haven and 
Hartford Railroad Company and was an increase of 4,568.965 ton 
miles, making a total increase in ton mileage of 110,805,129. 

ROAII Md.KAGK AND EoUII'MICNT. 

The total miles of road owned by companies making reports 
amounted to 1,876.15 miles; miles of second track, 775.89, and the 
miles of all tracks, 4,144.90 miles. 
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The total miles of all tracks operated by companies making 
operating reports was 4,553.08 miles. 

The total miles of road, single track reported owned in Rhode 
Island was 214.04 miles, total operated single track 203.09 miles, 
arid the total operated alt tracks, 496.30 miles. The mileage re- 
ported owned in Rhode Island includes 8.50 miles owned by the 
Narragansett Pier R. R. Co., which is operated by The Rhode 
Island Company. 

The total locomotives in service as reported numbered 1,314, 
of which 1,038 are owned and 277 are leased or held under equip- 
ment trust. The total cars in service numbered 38,264, of which 
37,030 are owned and 1,234 operated either under lease or equip- 
ment trust. The cars in service are divided as follows: freight, 
34.206 owned, 553 operaled under lease, etc.; passenger, 1,835 
owned. 595 operated under lease, etc. ; company service, 989 
owned, 86 operated under lease, etc. 

RAILWAY RETURNS. 

Twelve street railway companies, the same number as in the 
preceding year, filed returns, five of which, Bay Sfate Street Rail- 
way Company, Newport & Providence Railway Company, The 
Norwich & Westerly Traction Company, The Rhode Island Com- 
pany and The Shore Line Electric Railway Company filed oper- 
ating returns. No return was filed by the Ashaway & Westerly 
Railway Company, as this company was purchased by The Shore 
Line Electric Railway Company and was no longer in existence 
at the time fixed for such filing. The Norwich & Westerly Trac- 
tion Company was also purchased by The Shore Line Electric 
Railway Company, but inasmuch as the road was not taken over 
until July 1st, an operating return was filed for the period during 
which the road was operated. The operating figures for the 
Ashaway & Westerly Railway Company for the first six months 
of the year were included in the return filed by The Norwich & 
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Westerly Traction Coiiij»any aiul tlic o|n.Taling statistics for both 
of these roads for the last six months were included in the return 
filed by The Shore IJne lUectric Railway Company. 

The iion-operatinK coiii])aiiies filiiifj returns were Newport & 
Fall River Street Railway Company. I'awtncket Street Railway 
Com|»any, I'rovidencc Cable Tramway Company, Providence & 
Danielson Railway Company. Rhode Island Suburban Railway 
Company, Sea \'iew Railroad Company and Union Railroad Com- 
pany, all of these conqtanies except the N'ewport & Hall River 
Street Railway Company, which is operated by the Cay State 
Street Railway Comjuny, beirij,' operated by The Rhode Island 
Company. 

Capital Stock. 

There was a net decrease in the tolal par value of capital stock 
authorized and outstanding of ^flSO.ftX). This decrease resulted 
from the purchase of the Ashaway & Westerly Railway Company 
and The .\orwich & Westerly Traction Company by The Shore 
I-ine Electric Railway Comj>any, the capital stock of The Shore 
Line Electric Railway Company being $1,000,(K)0.(X), while that 
of The Norwich & Westerly Traction Company was $1,100,000.00 
and that of the .\shaway & Westerly Traction Company, $50,000.00. 

DiVIDICNUS. 

The total dividcnts paid hy conijianies owning or operating rail- 
way lines within the Stale, amounted to -^l, 178,780.00, which was 
$26,749,00 less tlian the amount previou.sly reported. 

The liay State Street Railway Coniiiany was the only company 
operating wilhiii the Slate which jiaid a dividend and the amount 
was $29,222.00 less than that previously reported. 

The dividends paid on stock of the non-operating companies 
were the same as previously reported, except in the case of the 
Newport & Fall River Street Railway Company, the Sea View 
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Railroad Company and the Ashaway & Westerly Railway Com- 
pany, There was no dividend on the stock of the Ashaway & 
Westerly Railway Company, which previously had reported a divi- 
dend of !|!2,500,00 and the dividend of the Newport & Fall River 
Street Railway Company was increased $1,473.00, and that of the 
Sea View Railroad Company was increased $3,500.00. 



Assets. 

The total assets re^Kirted amounted to $105,837,951.52, divided as 
follows: road and equipment, -$95,711,294.09; all other investments, 
$3,619,517.69; current assets, $3,808,020.24; deferred assets, 
$39,165.52; unadjusted debits, $2,659,953.98. The net increase in 
assets reported amounted to $6, 5 89,208. ,16, the road and equipment 
being a net increase of $6,049,646.80; other investments being a 
net decrease of $38,822.76; current assets a net increase of 
$303,001.58; deferred assets a net increase of $6,616.00; unadjusted 
debits of $268,766.44. 

In road and e([uipment, the Bay State Street Railway Company 
showed an increase of $326,675.31 ; Newport & Kail River Street 
Railway Company. $31,607.27; The Rhodt- Isiand Coni])any. $214,- 
456.98, and The Shore Line Klectric Railway Company, 
$7,499,127.46. The increase of the latter comjiany, however, was 
ofTset by a decrease in road and equipment previously reported by 
the Ashaway & Westerly Railway Company of $80,500.00 and of 
$1,941,120,22, reported by The Norwich & Westerly Traction Com^ 
pany. The New]]ort &. Providence Railway Company also re- 
ported a decrease of $600.00 in road and eijuipment. 

Increases in other investments were reported as follows : Bay 
State Street Railway Company, -$77,059.12; The Rhode Island 
Company, $70,000.00; The Shore Line Klectric Railway Company, 
$264,520.86; the tatter being oiTsei by a decrease reported by The 
Norwich & Westerly Traction Company of $450,402.74. 
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Increases in current assets were reported as follows : Bay State 
Ftreet Railway Company, $332,642.21 ; Newport & Providence Rail- 
way Company, $16,077.60; Fawtuckct Street Railway Company, 
$57.02; Rhode Island Suburban Railway Company, $53.00; Union 
Railroad Company. $57.02; The Shore Line Electric Railway Com- 
pany, $486,210.45, the latter figure being offset by a decrease of 
$84,145.92 reported by The Norwich & Westerly Traction Company. 
The Rhode Island Company reported a decrease in current assets 
of $447,949.80. 

The increase in deferred assets of $6,616.00 was alt reported by 
the Bay State Street Railway Company, 

Increases in unadjusted debits were reported as follows: Bay 
State Street Railway Company, $113,679.14; Newport & Provi- 
dence Railway Company, $711.50; The Rhode Island Company, 
$54,490.62; The Shore Line Electric Railway Company, $113,526.27, 
the latter being offset by decreases reported as follows: Ashaway 
& Westerly Railway Company, $30.00; The Norwich & Westerly 
Traction Company, $13,341.09. 

Ul ABILITIES. 

The total liabilities reported were divided as follows: Total 
stock, $53.053,575.75 ; long term debt, $39,855,700.00 ; current 
liabilities, $6,693,211.70; deferred liabilities, $124,088.11: unad- 
justed credits $1,471,288.82; corporate surplus, $4,640,087.14. 

There was a net increase in long term debt of $5,292,000.00, The 
Shore Line Electric Railway Company reporting $6,700,000.00 and 
the following reporting decreases: Ashaway & Westerly Railway 
Company. $23,000.00; Bay State Street Railway Company, $185.- 
000.00; The Norwich & Westerly Traction Company, $1,200,000.00. 

In current liabilities there was a net increase of $660,628.30, Bay 
State Street Railway Company reporting an increase of $808,734.17 
and The Shore Line Electric Railway reporting $425,327.25. De- 
creases were reported as follows: Ashaway & Westerly Railway 
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Company, $800.00; Newport & Providence Railway Company, 
$1,162.01 ; The Norwich & Westerly Traction Company, $319,- 
803.78; The Rhode Island Company, $251,667.33. There was a 
net increase of $17,956.69 in deferred liabilities: Newport & Fall 
River Street Railway Company reporting an increase of $31,607.27; 
Bay State Street Railway Company a decrease of $185.25. and The 
Norwich & Westerly Traction Company a decrease of $13,465.33. 

In unadjusted credits there was a net decrease of $134,330.08, 
The Shore Une Electric Railway Company reiioriiiig $29,021.13 and 
the following reporting decreases: Bay State Street Railway Com- 
pany, $106,344.99; The Norwich & Westerly Traction Company, 
$6,202.13; The Rhode Island Company. $50,795.09. 

The corporate surplus reported showed a net increase of $902,- 
953.15. The Ray State Street Railway Company reported an in- 
crease of $339,467.85 ; Newport & Providence Railway Company, 
$17,351.11; Pawtucket Street Railway Company. $57.02; The 
Rhode Island Company, $193,460.22; Rhode Island Sulmrban Rail- 
way Company. $53.00; The Shore Line Electric Railway Company, 
$2090-15.66; L^nion Riiilroad Compjjiy, $57.02. 

Operating Income. 

The total railway operating revenues reported amounted to $17,- 
402,460.48, which was a net increase of $1,779,763.14. Increases 
were reported as follows: Bay Stale Street Railway Company, 
$411,940.99; Newport & Providence Railway Company, $3,728.09; 
The Rhode Island Company, $327,121.61; The Shore Line Elec- 
tric Railway Company. $1,193,062.48, the latter being offset by a 
decrease reported by The Norwich & Westerly Traction Company 
of $156,090.03, 

The railway operating expenses reported amounted to $12,625,- 
311.02, which was a net increase of $1,093,244.27. Increases were 
reported in railway operating expenses as follows; Bay Stale 
Street Railway Company, $200,353.95; The Rhode Island Com- 
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pany, $143,864.77; The Shore L,ine Electric Railway Company, 
$847,754.57. The Newport & IVovidence Railway Company re- 
Ijorted a decrease of $1,961.98 and The Norwich & Westerly Trac- 
tion Company a decrease of $96,767,04. 

The net revenue from railway ojwration amounted to $4,777,- 
149.46, which was a net increase of $686,518.87. Increases in net 
revenue from railway operation were refK»rted as follows: IJay 
State Street Railway Company, $211,587.04; Newport & Provi- 
dence Railway Company, $5,690.07; The Rhode Island Company. 
$183,256,84; The Short- Line Electric Railway Company, $345,307- 
.91 ; ihe latter being olT.■^et by n decrease reported hy The Norwich & 
Westerly Traction Company of $59,322.99. The net revenue 
from auxiliary operation as reporled amounted to $147,526.75, a 
net increase of $4,462.36, the Itay State Street Railway Company 
reporting a decrease of $2,373.08 and The Shore I,ine Kleclric Rail- 
way Company an increase of $6,835.44. 

The net operating revenue was $4,924,676.21, which was a net 
increase of $690,981.23. Increases in net operating revenue were 
reported as follows : [Say State Street Railway Company, $209,- 
214,01; Newport & Providence Railway Company, $5,690,07; The 
Rhode Island Company, $183,256,84; The Shore l.ine I'.leclric 
Railway Company, $3,S2,143,35, the latter being off.set by a decrease 
by The Norwich & Westerly Traction Company of $59,322,99. 

The operating income reported amounted to $3,763,168.24. 
which was a net increase of $642,511.33. Increases in operating 
incomes were reported as foUow.s: ['.ay Stale Street Railway Com- 
pany, $192,025,40; Newiiort & Providence Railway Company. $5.- 
690,07; The Rhode Island Conii)any. $169,905.83; The Shore Line 
Electric Railway Company, $327,189,68. the latter being offset by 
a decrease reported by The Norwich &. Westerly Traction Cojn- 
pany of $52,299.65. 
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Gross Income- 
' The non-operating income reported amounted to $1,146,481.42, 
which was a net decrease of .$1,115.11. An increase of $3,364.13 
was reported by the Newport & Fall River Street Railway Com- 
pany; an increase of $1,683.65 by The Shore Line Electric Railway 
Company and increases of less than $100.00 each were reported 
by the Bay State Street Railway Company and Rhode Island 
Suburban Railway Company. The decrease in non-operating in- 
come was largely accounted for by the sale of the Ashaway & 
Westerly Railway Company, which had previously reported a non- 
operating income of approximately $5,000.00. The Rhode Island 
Company reported a decrease of $818.59; The Norwich & West- 
erly Traction Company a decrease of $459.97 and other companies 
small decreases. 

The total gross income reix>rted amounted to $4,909,649.66, 
which was a net increase of $641,396.22. The Kay State Street 
Railway Company reporting an increase of $192,113,26; Newport 
& Fall River Street Company an increase of $3,364.13; Newport 
& Providence Railway Company an increase of $5,654.41 ; The 
Rhode Island Company an increase of $169,087.24 and The Shore 
Line Electric Railway Comirany an increase of >t! 328, 873. 33, the 
latter being offset by decreases reported by the Ashaway & West- 
erly Railway Company of $4,937.38 and by The .Norwich & West- 
erly Traction Company of $52,759.62. 

The deductions from gross income amounted to $3,273,905.16, 
which was a net increase of $353,474.89. The Bay State Street 
Railway Company reported an increase of $2,933.49; the New- 
port & Fall River Street Railway Company an increase of $1,891.13 
and The Shore Line Electric Railway Company an increase of 
$406,604,51, and the Ashaway & Westerly Company a decrease 
of $2,436.28; The Norwich & Westerly Traction Company a de- 
crease of $54,433.73 and The Rhode Island Company a decrease 
of $657.39. 
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The income balances reported amounted to if 1, 63 5, 744. 50, which 
was a net increase of !p287 ,921 .33. Increases in income balances 
were reported as follows: Hay Slate Street Railway Company, 
$189,179.77; Newport & Fall Kiver Street Railway Company. 
$1,473.00; Newport & Providence Railway Company, $5,631.25; 
The Norwich & Westerly Traction Company, $1,674.11; Pawtucket 
Street Railway Company, $149.48; The Rhode Island Company, 
$169,744.63; Rhode Island Suburban Railway Company, $151.51; 
Union Railroad Company, $149.96, The decreases in income bal- 
ance were accounted for by ihe deficit of The Shore Line Elec- 
tric Railway Company of $77,731.18 and the snm of $2,501.20 
previously reported by ihe Ashaway & Westerly Railway Com- 
pany. 

C.^R Mileage and Hours. 

The total car mileage rejiorted amounted to 54.109,018 miles, 
which was an increase of 4,448,915 miles. The car mileage re- 
ported by The Rhode Island Company was 16,855,920 miles, an 
increase of 334,998 miles. 

The total car hours as reported amounted to 6,348,564 hours, a 
net decrease of 101.014 hours. The car hours of The Rhode Island 
Company amounted to 1,912,166 hours, a decrease of 486,696 hours. 

Passenger Statistics. 

The total number of revenue passengers reported carried was 
318,808,594. which was an increase of 22.617,217 over the number 
reported for Ihe preceding year. The Rhode Island Company re- 
ported 108,281,000 revenue passengers, which was an increase of 
5,702,923. 

The total passengers carried was 362.363.057, which was an in- 
crease of 23,687.717. The Rhode Island Company carried'124,971.- 
948. an increase of 5,512,406. 
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The total passenger revenue reported amounted to $16,115,17077, 
which was an increase of $1,609,826.99. The passenger revenue of 
The Rhode Island Company was $5,366,511.41, an increase of $284,- 
319.09. 

The total revenue from transportation reported amounted to 
$17,061,529.02, which was an increase of $1,740,449.35. The total 
revenue from transportation of The Rhode Island Company was 
$5,706,572.38, an increase of $313,413.41. The total revenue from 
other railway operations as reported was $309,197.01, that of The 
Rhode Island Company being $105,424-21. There was an increase 
in the amount reported of total revenue from other railway opera- 
tions of $38,152.84, of which increase The Rhode Island Company 
reported $13,708.20. 

Road Mileage. 

The total miles of road reported by companies operating within 
ihe State was as follows: miles of road owned, 879.90; miles of 
road operated, 1,318.53; total all tracks owned, 1,073.09; operated, 
1,631.88; single track in Rhode Island owned, 69.91 miles; singk 
track operated and not owned, 290.60 miles. 

ACCIDENTS. 

The total number of accidents reported for the year ending June 
30, I9I7, was 1,306, which was an increase of 94 over the num- 
ber reported for the preceding year. In these accidents 58 persons 
were killed and 1,386 injured, the number killed being an increase 
of four over the preceding year, and the number injured an increase 
of 77. In the 609 accidents reported by railroad companies, 38 
persons were killed and 572 injured; in 526 accidents reported by 
railway companies, 15 persons were killed and 667 injured, and in 
171 accidents reported by other utilities, ^ve were killed and 147 
injured. ' 
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The percentage of persons killed by railroads, railways and 
other utilities to the total number killed, the percentage of per- 
sons injured by these three classes of utilities tn the total num- 
ber injured, and the percentage of killed and injured to the 
loial numIxT killed and injund is as follows: 

Killed and 
Killtd. Injured. Injured. 

Railroads 65.52 41.27 42.24 

Railways 25.86 48.12 47.23 

Otlior Utilities 8.62 10.61 10.53 

Totals 100.00 100.00 100.00 

Ci. \ss[Frc,\Ti(>N OF KfLi.Ko ANi> Injureo. 

The total number of passengers reporteci killed was four and 
the total number injure<l 46,S. .Ml of the passengers killed were 
reported by a railroad company. 

Three ])ersons carried under agreement were reported injured, 
all by a railroad company. 

Ten employees were reported killed and 609 injured. Of the 
employees killed, sis were reported by railroads, one by a street 
railway and three by other utilities. Of the employees injured, 
410 were reported by railroads. 69 by railways, and 130 by 
other utilities. 

Two employees, not on duty, were reported killed by a rail- 
road company, and three emph>yees, not im duty, were re- 
ported injured, one each being reported by railroads, railways 
and other utilities. 

Seventeen highway travellers were reported killed, which was 
a decrease of two from the number repc>rted the preceding year. 
Of these, four were reported hy railroads and 13 by street rail- 
ways. There were 236 highway travellers reported injured, 15 
by railroads, 216 by street railways and five by other utilities. 
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There were 19 trespassers reported killed, IS being reported 
by railroads and one by a railway company. The number of 
trespassers injured was 17, 14 of whom were reported by rail- 
roads and three by railway companies. 

PEKCKNTAtiK of F.\Sr;iCNGERS, EMPLOYEES, Etc. 

The percentage of passengers, employees, highway travellers, 
trespassers and other persons killed and injured to the total 
number of casualties reported by all classes of utilities during 
the year is shown by the following table: 



Passengers 6. TO 33.55 32. 4S 

Persons under agreement .21 .21 

Employees 17.24 43.95 42.87 

Employees off duty 3.45 .21 .34 

Highway travellers 29.31 17.03 17.52 

Other non-trespassers 10.34 3.82 4.09 

Trespassers 32.76 1.23 2.49 

100.00 100.00 100.00 

Utilities Rupohting Accidents. 

The various utilities reported accidents as follows: Adams 
Express Company, II; Bay State Street Railway Company, 4; 
Blackstone Valley Gas and Electric Company, Pawtucket Di- 
vision, 16; Blackstone Valley Gas and Electric Company, Woon- 
socket Division, 43 ; Bristol County Gas and Electric Company, 
2; Narragansett Electric Lighting Company, 7^; New England 
Telephone & Telegraph Company, 1 ; The New York, New 
Haven and Hartford Railroad Company, 608; Providence Gas 
Company, 3; Providence Telephone Company, 1; The Rhode 
Island Company, 524; Westerly Light and Power Company, 
6; Western Union Telegraph Company, 6. 



dbvGoo»^lc 



30 REPORT OF PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION. 

RAILROAD ACCIDENTS. 

The total number of railroad accidents reported was 609, 
which was one less than the number reported for the preced- 
ing year. Of these, all except one, reported by The Rhode 
Island Company, Narragansett Pier Division, were reported by 
The New York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad Company. 

The number of persons reported killed was 38, an increase of 
nine over the preceding year, and all of the persons killed were 
reported by The New York. New Haven and Hartford Rail- 
road Company. The number reported injured was 572, which 
was 5.S less than the number reported injured the preceding 
year. There were 23 accidents reported, in which no one was 
either killed or injured, 21 being derailments and two collisions. 

The New York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad Com- 
pany reported all of the persons injured except two, these be- 
ing reported by The Rhode Island Company, Narragansett Pier 
Division. 

Percentagiv of Passengers, Employees, Etc. 

The percentage of passengers, employees, highway travellers 
and other persons killed and injured to the total number of 
casualties is shown by the following table : 

' Killtd. Injared. ToMI. 

Passengers 10. S3 15.38 15.08 

Persons under agreement .53 .49 

Employees 15.79 71.68 68.20 

Employees off duty 5.26 .17 .49 

Highway Travellers 10.53 

Other non-trespassers 10.53 

Trespassers 47.36 

100.00 100.00 
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Character of Accidents. 

The number of persons killed classified by the character of 
accidents was as follows: overhead or side obstruction, one; a 
decrease of one; falling, two, a decrease of one; walking on or 
crossing track, 27, an increase of 13 ; getting on or off trains, 
four, an increase of four; working on track, two, an increase of 
one; other, two, an increase of one. There were no persons re- 
ported killed in collisions as compared with five in the pre- 
ceding year nor any by coupling as compared with three. 

The classification of character of accidents of those injured 
was as follows: collision, -two, a decrease of 57; derailments, 
four, an increase of two; overhead or side obstruction, 14, a de- 
crease of four; coupling, four, a decrease of four; falling, 112, 
. an increase of two; walking on or crossing track, 32, an in- 
crease of 12; getting on or off trains, 52, which was the same 
as the preceding year; working on track, 28, a decrease of eight; 
other, 324, an increase of two. 

The class of accidents which resulted in the greatest number 
of deaths was walking on or crossing track and of the persons 
of this class reported killed, 17 or 63% were trespassers. The 
percentage of trespassers in this class was eight less than in 
the preceding year. 

Three persons were killed and 132 injured at stations and 
seven persons were killed and 19 injured at grade crossings. 
The number killed at stations was four less than reported for 
the preceding year and the number injured at stations was 31 
less. 

Six of the fatalities at grade crossings were at protected and 
one at an unprotected crossing. Of the persons injured at grade 
crossings, nine were injured at protected, five at unprotected 
and five at private crossings. The number of persons killed at 
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crossings was four mi)re than reported during the preceding 
year and the number injured was one less. 

l'ASSKN(iEKS. 

The number of pa;-seiif;ers reported kilted was four, the same as 
in the preceding year, three being killed in getting on or off trains 
and one in crossing the track. 

The total numbcT of [>assengers injured was 88, which was a 
decrease of 26 from the number reported the previous year. The 
character of accidents in which passengers were injured were as 
follows: collision, two. a dccrca.se of 39; falling, 21, same as the 
preceding year; 27 in getting on or otT trains, an increase of four, 
and 36 in unclassified accidents, an increase of len. No passen- 
gers were reported injured by overhead or side obstruction, nor 
in walking on or crossing tracks as again.st one in the former 
classification and two in the laltvr in the preceding year. 

EmtuivKKS. 

The total number of employees killed during the year was eight, 
two of whom were off duty. The number killed while on duty was 
six, which was three less than the number reported in the preced- 
ing year. 

The number of employees injured was 411, one of whom was 
not on duty. This was a decrease of 26 in the number injured on 
duty. 

Classification of service of the employees killed while on duty 
was as follows: trainmen, two, a decrease of one; yard trainmen, 
three, an increase of three;, trackmen and bridgemen, one, an in- 
crease of one. The classification of service of the employees in- 
jured while on duty was as follows: trainmen, 55; trainmen in 
yards, 20; yard trainmen, 68; switch tenders, crossing tenders 
and watchmen, three; trackmen and bridgemen, 52; other em- 
ployees, 212, 
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The number of employees killed classified according to the 
character of accidents was as follows: overhead or side obstruc- 
tion, one ; falling, two ; walking on or crossing track, one ; work- 
ing on track, one; the number killed in each of these classes be- 
ing the same as in the preceding year. The number of employees 
injured classified according to the character of accidents were as 
follows: derailment, one; overhead or side obstruction, 14; 
coupling, four ; falling, 78 ; walking on or crossing track, six ; work- 
ing on track, 24 ; getting on or off trains, 28 ; other, 255. 

Highway Travellers. 

The number of highway travellers reported killed was four, 
an increase of two; and the number injured was 15, an increase of 
nine over the number reported the preceding year. Three fatal 
accidents to highway travellers occurred at a protected and one 
at an unprotected grade crossing. Of those injured, seven were 
injured at protected grade crossings and four each at unprotected 
and private crossings. There were two accidents in which two 
highway travellers were injured, one in which one highway travel- 
ler was killed and one injured; one in which one employee and 
two highway travellers were injured and one in which one high- 
way traveller was killed and four injured. 

Non-Trespassers Not Highway Travellers. 

There were four persons reported killed and 41 injured in this 
class, the character of accidents being as follows: falling, nine in- 
jured; walking on or crossing track, two killed, three injured; get- 
ting on or off' trains, one killed and other, one killed and 29 in- 
jured. 

Trespassers. 

The number of trespassers reported killed was 18, which was 
an increase of five over the number reported the preceding year; 
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of these 17 were killed walking on or crossing tracks and one in 
getting on or off a train. 

There was a decrease of five in the number of trespassers re- 
ported injured, ihe total number reported being 14. The character 
of the accidents in which trespassers were injured were as fol- 
lows: falling, three; walking on or crossing track, eight; getting 
on or off train, one ; other, two. 

RAILWAY ACCIDENTS. 

The total number of railway accidents reported was 526, which 
was an increase of seven over the number reported the previous 
year. 

In these accidents 15 persons were killed and 667 injured, a de- 
crease of five in the number killed and an increase of 102 in the 
number injured. Of the total number of acddents, all except 
three reported by the Bay State Street Railway Company, were 
reported by The Rhode Island Company, one person being killed 
■ and two injured in the accidents reported by the Bay State Street 
Railway Company. There were 457 accidents in which one per- 
son was either killed or injured ; 38 in which two persons were 
either killed or injured; 18 in which three persons were either 
killed or injured; six in which four were either killed or injured: 
two in which nine persons were either killed or injured; and one 
each in which five, seven, twelve and twenty-nine persons were 
either killed or injured. 

Classification of Killed and Injured. 

No passengers, one less than the preceding year, one employee, 
the same as in the preceding year; 13 highway travellers, four less 
and one trespasser the same as in the preceding year were re- 
ported killed. All of these persons with the exception of the em- 
ployee who was killed at the power station, were killed in public 
highways. 



-abyGoO»^lc 



REPORT OF PUBLIC UTILITIES COHUISSION. 35 

Of the persons reported injured, 377 were passengers, an in- 
crease of 73; 69 employees, an increase of four; one employee not 
on duty, a decrease of two; 216 highway travellers, an increase 
of 38; one non-trespasser, not a highway traveller, a decrease of 
three and three trespassers, a decrease of five. 

The classification of the character of service of employees kilted 
and injured was as follows: motorman, 14 injured; conductors, 
33 injured; trackmen, two injured; power station employees, one 
killed; two injured; car house and shopmen, two injured; other 
employees, 16 injured. There was a decrease of one in the num- 
ber of motormen killed and six in the number of injured and an 
increase of seven in the number of conductors injured. 

Character of Accidents. 

The number of persons killed classified according to the charac- 
ter of accidents were as follows : collision with vehicles, seven ; 
falling, two ; crossing track, three ; lying on track, two ; other, one. 

The number of persons injured classified according to the charac- 
ter of accidents were as follows: collision between street rail- 
way cars, 85; collision with vehicles, 157; other collisions, two; 
getting on or off moving cars, 119; getting on or off stationary 
cars, 71; falling, 47; stealing ride, three; crossing track, 56; lying 
on track, three ; derailments, 38 ; other, 86. 

The number of persons killed classified according to the charac- 
ter of accidents were as follows: collision with vehicles, seven; 
falhng, two; crossing track, three; lying on track, two; other, one. 

There were seven collisions between street railway cars in 
which two persons were injured; three in which three were in- 
jured; two in which four were injured; one in which nine were 
injured; one in which 12 were injured and one in which 29 were 
injured. 
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There were three collisions with vehicles in each of which one 
person was killed, 23 in which two persons were injured; one in 
which one person was killed and two were injured; one in which 
three persons were killed; nine in which three persons were in- 
jured; one in which four were injured; one in which five were 
injured and one in which seven were injured. 

There was one accident in which two persons were injured and 
one in which three were injured getting off of moving cars, in 
hoth instances the passengers jumping from the car. when the con- 
troller flashed. 

There were three derailments in which two jjersons were injured; 
one in which three were injured; three in which four were injured 
and one in which nine were injured. 

The greatest number of accidents in any one class was in get- 
ting on or off moving cars, the number injured being an increase 
of three over the number injuretl the preceding year. There was 
an increase of ten in the number injured in getting on or off cars 
not in motion. 

The number of collisions with vehicles was one more than the 
number reported the preceding year and (he number of persons 
killed in this class of accidents was an increase of two and the 
number injured an increase of two over the preceding year. 

There were 19 collisions between street cars reported which was 
ten more than in the preceding year and in these accidents there 
was an increase of 61 in the number injured. 

The number of derailments reported was 16, an increase of two 
over the numljcr reported the preceding year and the number of 
persons reported injured in these accidents was a decrease of 
three. 

There were 17 accidents to persons riding on running boards of 
open cars, a decrease of four, five of the persons injured being 
passengers, one a motorman, ten conductors and one an employee 
not on duty. 
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Of these, four passengers, one motorman and four conductors 
fell from running boards and one passenger, six conductors and 
one employee not on duty were injured by coming in contact with 
objects near the track. 

Passengers. 

The number of passengers injured, classified according to the 
character of accidents were as follows: collision with street rail- 
way, 80, an increase of 54; collision with vehicles, 11, a decrease 
of seven; getting on or off moving car, 119, an increase of six; 
getting on or off stationary car, 60, an increase of U; falling, 32, 
jtn increase of one ; derailments, 35, a decrease of three ; other, 29, 
an increase of 12. 

Employees. 

The classification of character of service of the employees killed 
and injured on duty was as follows: motormen, 14 injured, a de- 
i:rease of six; conductors injured, 33, an increase of seven; track- 
men, two injured, a decrease of two; power station employees, one 
killed, an increase of one; two injured, an increase of two; car 
house and shopmen, two injured, a decrease of four; other em- 
ployees, 16 injured, an increase of nine. There were no motor- 
men killed, a decrease of one and no linemen injured, a decrease 
of two over the number reported for the preceding year. 

The number of employees killed and injured classified according 
to the character of the accidents was as follows: collisions with 
street railways, five injured, an increase of one; collisions with 
vehicles, one injured, a decrease of five; falling, 14 injured, a de- 
crease of one; crossing track, one injured, same as previously re- 
ported; derailments, two injured, a decrease of one; other, 45, an 
increase of 14. This was a decrease of one in the number re- 
ported killed in collisions with street railways, of three injured in 
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getting on or off moving cars and one injured in getting on or 
off stationary cars. 

(ine employee, not on duty was reported injured, a decrease of 
two from the number reported the preceding year. 

HicHWAv Travellers. 

The number of highway travellers killed and injured classified 
according to the character of accidents was as follows: collisions 
with vehicles, seven killed, an increase of four and 144 injured, 
an increase of 19 ; crossing tracks, three killed, a decrease of eight ; 
55 injured, an increase of six; lying on tracks, two killed, same 
as the preceding year and three injured, an increase of two ; other, 
one killed, an increase of one and 12 injured, an increase of 
nine. 

Trespassers. 

One trespasser was reported kilted, the same as in the preceding 
year by falling from a car in which he was stealing a ride and 
three were injured, all of whom were stealing rides. 

Other Utility Accidents. 

Utilities other than railroads and railways reported 171 acci- 
dents, an increase of 41 over the number reported for the pre- 
ceding year. 

In these accidents five persons, same number as in the preced- 
ing year were killed and 147 persons, 27 more than in the pre- 
ceding year were injured. 

The persons killed and injured were reported by the following 
companies: Adams Express Company. 11 injured, a decrease of 
three; Bay State Street Railway Company, Illuminating Depart- 
ment, one killed, an increase of one; Blackstone Valley Gas and 
Electric Company, Pawtucket Division, 16 injured, an increase of 
nine; Blackstone Valley Gas and Electric Company. Woonsocket 
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Division, 45 injured, an increase of 23 and a decrease of one in 
Ihe number killed; Bristol County Gas and Electric Company, 
two injured, the same as in the preceding year and a decrease oE 
one in the number killed; Bristol and Warren Water Works, one 
injured, an increase of one; Dyer Transportation Company, three 
injured, an increase of two; Narragansett Electric Lighting Com- 
pany, four killed, an increase of two and 50 injured, a decrease of 
one; New England Telephone and Telegraph Company, two in- 
jured, :i decrease of two; Providence Gas Company, three injured, 
an increase of two and a decrease of one in the number killed ; 
Providence Telephone Company, one injured, a decrease of four; 
Wakefield Water Company, one injured, an increase of one; West- 
erly Light and Power Company, six injured, a decrease of two; 
Western Union Telegraph Company, six injured, same as last 
year. 

Cl,ASS[FlCATION OF KiLLED AND INJURED. 

There were two linemen killed, an increase of one; one other 
enipkiyee, a decrease of one; two other persons, not trespassing. 
an increase of two and no trespassers as compared with two in 
the preceding year. 

The classification of the persons injured was as follows: line- 
men, 41.* an increase of 18; power station employees. 17. an in- 
crease of four; gas plant employees, five, an increase of one; gas 
distributing system employees, ten, an increase of six; trespassers. 
five, a decrease of one; other employees, 52, an increase of 12: 
employees not on duty, one, same as in the preceding year; high- 
way travellers, five, a decrease of 12; non-trespassers, not high- 
way travellers, 11, a decrease of one. 
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INVESTIGATION OF FREE TRANSFER SYSTEM. 

The Public Utilities Commission presents its report in accord- 
ance with the terms of Resolution No. 85, approved April 14, 
1916. Said resolution is as follows, viz.: 

"RESOLUTION PROVIDING FOR AN INVESTIGATION 
BY THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE 
FREE TRANSFER SYSTEM ON THE STREET RAIL- 
WAY LINES." 

"Whereas, The growth of population, the development of com- 
munities adjacent to the larger cities of the State, and the ex- 
tension of the street railway service, have combined to render the 
system of free transfers in operation on the street railway lines 
of the State, inadequate, unfair and discriminatory, in many re- 
spects, and 

"Whereas, There is a demand from many communities for an 
adjustment and revision of such transfer system so that it may 
more fairly and reasonably meet the needs of the traveling public, 
therefore be it 

"Resolved, That the public utilities commission be and it here- 
by is authorized and directed to take into consideration the system 
of free transfers at present in operation on the street railway lines 
of the State, operated by the same management, to inquire into the 
desires and needs of the traveling public in regard thereto, and to 
confer with the proper officials of the corporations operating the 
several street railway lines, for the purpose of establishing and 
placing in operation an adequate, fair and reasonable system of 
free transfers and said commission be further authorized and 
directed as the result of the inquiry and conference provided for 
by this resolution, and in pursuance of the authority and power 
conferred on it by the public utilities act, to make such order or 
orders in the premises as the circumstances of the case may seem 
to said commission to require, and to make a report of its action 
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hereunder to the General Assembly at its next January session, 
K^ether with any recommendations in relation to the subject of 
free transfers as to said commission may seem pertinent." 

An inquiry was made into the desires and needs of the traveling 
public in regard to free transfers and a public hearing was held 
in relation to the same. The principal complaints came from 
patrons of the lines of The Rhude Island Company extending into 
and through the city of Cranston, where the city line of Provi- 
dence and Cranston is the transfer limit. The desire of the town 
of Johnston for an extension of the transfer limit on the Plain- 
field Street line to Thornton was also presented. Su^estions were 
made that transfers should be issued at the Cranston Print Works 
to and from cars bound to Olneyville for the convenience of work- 
ingmen employed in the manufacturing section at Olneyville. 

The establishment of a cross town line between the villages of 
Crompton and Hope was also suggested. 

There seemed to be an unanimity of opinion among those who 
presented their views at the hearing that the limit for the use of 
free transfers should be the limit of the five cent fare zones. 

The lines entering the city of Cranston affected by the above 
requests are the Eddy Street, Broad Street, Auburn, East Green- 
wich, Dyer Avenue, Union Avenue and Cranston Street lines. In 
the past few years there has been an extremely rapid growth in the 
population of the sections of the city of Cranston adjoining the 
city of Providence and traversed by these lines, and these sections 
are residential in character. 

The Commission has conferred with the representatives of The 
Rhode Island Company and at the request of the Commission 
readings were taken upon the several lines extending from the city 
of Providence beyond the present transfer limits to the termini of 
the first five cent fare zones from Providence, covering a period of 
three days, for the purpose of obtaining an approximate determi- 
nation of the financial effect upon the company of extending the 
transfer limits to the limits of the five cent fare zones. 
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By reference to the attached communication from the company 
it will be noted that from readings taken, the officials of the com- 
pany estimate that by the extension of the transfer limit to the 
end of the five cent fare zone on all lines exiending from the city 
of Providence inio other cities and towns, the daily loss to the 
company will be $855.00, and the yearly loss, $312,075.00. 

By a similar extension of the transfer limit on all lines extend- 
ing inio the city of Cranston, the daily loss is estimated at $276.35, 
and the yearly loss at $100,867.75. 

The estimated daily loss to the company by the extension of the 
transfer limit to Norwood avenue on the Broad street line is 
$30.30, the yearly loss. $11,059.50. and by extending the transfer 
limit to Haven avenue on the Cranston lines the company esti- 
mates that its daily loss will be $50,55, and its yearly loss. $18.- 
450.75. 

The act providing for free transfers on street railways estab- 
lishes the boundary lines of the cities and towns within which the 
transfer is issued as a transfer limit. 

'.'Section 1. Every corporation operating lines of street railway in 
this Stale shall provide a system of free transfer tickets on its lines, 
which shall enable any passenger, paying the regular fare of five cents 
on any car operated by such corporation, to ride from the point in any 
city or town where he enters such car to any other point in such city 
or town reached by a second car operated by the same corporation 
upon a track which physically intersects or connects, al a point toward 
which such passenger lirst took passage, with the track upon which 
such passenger first took passage — ^the purpose of this provision 
being to make it possible for one passenger to go, by means of one 
transfer, from any point within the present limits of any such cily or 
town reached by any line of cars as the same may from time to time 
be established by any such corporation, by a continuous trip as near 
as may be, in the car in which he first lakes passage, and by a second 
car running on any track connecting or intersecting as aforesaid, and 
used or operated by the same corporation, to any point within said 
limits reached by such second car, upon payment of a single fare of 
five cents, which fare such corporation is hereby authorized to 
charge: " 

General Laws, 1909, Chapter 217. Section 1. 
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This act further provides : 

"Sec. 7. This act shall take effect from and after its passage, but 
its provisions shall not apply to any corporation until such provisions 
shall have been accepted and assented to in writing by such corpora- 
tion and such written assent is delivered by such corporation to the 
Secretary of State. Such corporation shall, in and by said acceptance, 
agree to provide and maintain the system of transfers herein required. 
subject to the conditions of this act. upon all street railways within 
this State then or thereafter operated by it; and the Secretary oi 
State is hereby authorized and directed to receive such acceptance in 
the name and behalf of the State of Rhode Island and under its seal, 
and to sign, seal, and execute such acceptance in duplicate, and to 
deliver one of said duplicates to every such accepting corporation 
immediately upon its filing such acceptance, and to retain the other 
in his custody; and thereupon the provisions of this act shall be bind- 
ing and in full force between the Slate and such assenting corpora- 
tion, and shall not be altered or amended without the consent of both 
parties; and all acts and parts of acts inconsistent herewith are hereby 
repealed: Provided, however, that corporations now operating street 
railways in this State, accepting the provisions of this act, shall do so 
within six days after the passage of thi? act; and provided, further, 
thai any corporation created by the General Assembly at its present 
or any further session may accept thq provisions of this act, in the 
manner and with the effect above prescribed, at any time within thirty 
days after the organization of such corporation; and that every such 
corporation so accepting shall introduce the system of transfers, above 
provided (or, upon the lines of street railway operated by it within 
this State, on the tenth day of July, A. D. 1902, or as soon thereafter 
as it commences to operate such street railways." 
Public Laws, 1902. Chapter 965. Section 7. 

The Rhode Island Company, through the trustees appointed 
by the Federal Court, has informed the Commission that it is 
unwilling to make any extension of the transfer limits or any 
other concessions that will limit the revenues of the company 
in its existing financial condition, and that the company will 
be compelled to rely upon the legal rights under the terms of 
the transfer act should an attempt be made by legislation or 
otherwise to require any present extension of transfer limits or 
other concessions that would reduce the revenue. 
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It is apparent that manifest inequalities and discriminations 
result from the present free transfer system. 

These inequalities and discriminations were created by the 
terms of the free transfer act which limited the use of such 
transfers within the city or town in which the transfers are 
issued. 

No fair or equitable system of transfers can be based upon 
the use of city or town lines as transfer limits. 

It is necessary, however, that some definite limit be provided, 
and it is probable that city and tnwn lines were for that reason 
adopted by the General Assembly in the act providing for free 
transfers. 

The establishment of a system of universal transfers within 
the five cent fare zones from the centers of cities, as generally 
requested by the complainants at the hearing, would create an 
even more marked condition of inequality than exi.sts under the 
present transfer limits because of the varying lengths of such 
five cent fare zones. 

The invesitgation into the financial ability of The Rhode 
Island Company to make concessions in the form of extended 
transfer limits was necessarily limited on account of the lack 
of facilities on the part of the Commission, but it is apparent 
that under the existing operating conditions, the company would 
be unable to extend the transfer limits to the limits of the five 
cent fare zones, even if the loss in revenue were far less than 
the estimate herewith presented. 

The most marked condition of inequality in the matter of 
transfer privilege exists in the case of the patrons of the lines 
leading from Providence into Cranston, and should be relieved 
by a reasonable extension of the present transfer limits, so 
that such patrons would possess an equality of privilege with 
the residents of localities of a similar nature within the city 
of Providence. ■^ 
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The Rhode Island Company has in times past voluntarily 
granted extensions of transfer limits to remove inequalities of 
a similar nature, notably in East Providence where the trans- 
fer limits were extend'ed from the city line of Providence on 
the Seekonk River to Pawtucket avenue. 

The company, although unwilling to grant extensions of the 
transfer limits under the existing financial conditions, has ex- 
pressed its willingness and desire to cooperate with the Com- 
mission and the public in a full and complete study of the free 
transfer problem to the end that a fair and equitable system 
of free transfers may be established, and has further expressed 
a willingness to submit tu a full investigation in order to de- 
termine the fair value of its property used for the convenience 
of the public, its revenues and expenses, and what may fairly 
be expected of it in the matter of rates and service. 

The ability of the company to make such extension of trans- 
fer limits or to grant other concessions, and the reasonableness 
of requiring it to do these things is in the final analysis de- 
pendent upon a determination of the fair value of its property 
used for the convenience of the public. ■ 

It seems clear that the General Assembly has the authority 
to extend the present transfer limits, as it had the power to 
originally prescribe them, subject to an interpretation by the 
courts of the clause contained in Section 7 of Chapter 965 of 
the Public L,aws, 1902. above quoted, which provides that upon 
the exchange of acceptances by the corporation and the Secre- 
tary of State "thereupon the provisions of this act shall be 
binding and in full force between the State and such assenting 
corporation, and shall not be altered or amended without the 
consent of both parties." 

Until the facts are disclosed by a full investigation, the Com- 
mission would not be in a position to sustain an order in the 
premises, even if it were assumed that authority is vested in the 
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Commission by the act under which it was created, to order a 
modification of the transfer limits as prescribed by the trans- 
fer act. 

The Commission recommends; 

(1) That a complete investigation of The Rhode Island 
Company be authorized to be made either by this Commission, 
or by this Commissii)n sitting jointly with the Tax Commission, 
or by a special committee appointed for the purpose. 

(2) That such investigation shall cover the finances, man- 
agement, pr()perty and m()de of operation of The Rhode Island 
Company, for the purpose of determining whether said com- 
pany is furnishing to the people of this State a reasonably proper 
transportation service, and whether the net income of said com- 
pany is a fair and equitable return upon the property owned 
and controlled by it devoted to the public service. 

(3) That such commission shall further determine what 
modifications, if any, of the rates of fare, or of the transfer 
system, are just and equitable, and shall order the same to be 
made. 

(4) That such commission shall investigate into the mat- 
ter of the present method of taxation of The 'Rhode Island 
Company, including taxes or payments to the State, or to any 
town or city, and report to the General Assembly on or be- 
fore February l.S, 1918, its recommendations with reference to 
any proposed modification of such taxes or payments. 

(5) That a special appropriatiun to cover the expenses of 
such investigation be made. 

Respectfully submitted, 

PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION, 
WILLIAM C. BLISS, 
SAMUEL E. HUDSON, 
ROBERT F. RODMAN, 
Commissioners- 
April 5, 1917. 
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Providence, R. I., March 23, 1917. 

Public Utilities Commission of Rhode Island, 
Providence, Rhode Island. 

Gentlemen :— Complying with the request of your Honorable 
Body, The Rhode Island Company herewith submits its esti- 
mate of the loss to the company which would be occasioned by 
the extension of the free transfer system in the manner asked for 
by the parties whose complaints were expressed at the public hearing 
held by the Commission, and also the loss which would result 
fr>m the extension of all transfer limits to equal fare limits, a 
change suggested at the hearing as the one remedy for the 
alleged discrimination in the transfer system. The company 
desires further to present its own view as to the action called 
for by the conditions in which the company's street railway 
system is now involved. 

The Commission is authorized to inquire into the desires 
and needs of the traveling public in regard to the system of free 
transfers at present in operation on the street railway lines of 
the State. Practically all of the adverse criticisms of the sys- 
tem of free transfers now in operation, voiced at said hearing, 
had to do with the situation in the city of Cranston. Passen- 
gers can ride from Providence into Cranston for five cents on 
the Eddy street line, Broad street line. Auburn and Eden Park 
line, Buttonwoods tine, East Greenwich line, Riverpoint line. 
Dyer avenue line. Union avenue line and the other Cranston 
street lines; but transfers are good on these lines to the Provi- 
dence-Cranston boundary only, except on the Buttonwoods via 
Broad streef line where a transfer carries a passenger to Waite 
avenue, and on the Dyer avenue line where a transfer carries a 
passenger to Pocasset Cemetery. On the Buttonwoods via 
Broad street line. Providence-bound passengers originating 
south of the Pawtuxet river can ride in Cranston to Warwick 
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avenue and Broad street, where upon the payment of another 
fare they can secure Providence transfers. Passengers originat- 
ing north of Waite avenue can ride to the center of Providence 
for a fare of five cents, but are not entitled to Providence trans- 
fers. On the Buttonwoods via Elmwood avenue line, passen- 
gers who are on Providence-bound cars before they reach Elm- 
wood avenue are carried to Park avenue, where the payment 
of another fare enables them to secure Providence transfers. 
On the East Greenwich line, passengers originating south of 
the Pawtuxet river may ride in Cranston to Park avenue, where 
upon the payment of another fare they may secure Providence 
transfers. Passengers originating on 'Etmwood avenue be- 
tween the Pawtuxet river and Park avenue, on either the East 
Greenwich or the Buttonvk-oods via Elmwiiod avenue lines, can 
for the payment of one fare ride to the center of Providence, 
but have no Providence transfer privilege. On the Riverpoint 
line, passengers originating south of Davis turnout may ride 
to the city line on Reservoir avenue, and by the payment of an 
additional fare secure Providence transfers. Passengers origi- 
nating between Davis turnout and the city line can ride to the 
center of Providence for a fare of five cents, but are not en- 
titled to Providence transfers. Any apparent confusion or in- 
consistency in this arrangement results from the fact that special 
concessions have been made by the company from time to time 
in violation of the general rule and in modification of the 
Transfer Act, to meet special, alleged deserving cases. 

It would seem that the demands of all, or very nearly all. 
of the complaints at said hearing would be complied with if the 
city of Cranston were treated in the matter of transfer as though 
it and the city of Providence formed one municipality; if, in 
other words, a passenger taking any car in either city could 
obtain a transfer from that car to any other car in either city, 
entitling him to ride on said second car to the transfer limit. 
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Obviously such an arrangement would greatly extend the rid- 
ing privilege afforded by tbe Transfer Act and would cast an 
additional burden upon the carrier. The Rhode Island Com- 
pany has taken readings from which it has computed this cost 
conservatively, and finds that it would amount to more than 
$100,000 per annum. (See "Exhibit A" attached hereto.) 
While it is not claimed that the method used is exact, yet it is 
believed that the results obtained are substantially accurate, 
and no better or more exact method of computation has been 
suggested. 

The method employed was to take the total number of pas- 
sengers carried on each of the seven lines running into Crans- 
ton upon which the transfer limits do not coincide with the 
fare limits, to wit, Eddy street. Broad street. Auburn, East 
Greenwich, Dyer avenue, Union avenue and Cranston street, 
for a period of three days, March 5, 6 and 7, 1917, and the total 
number of passengers on each of these seven lines riding in 
both directions across the Providence- Cranston boundary. The dif- 
ference between the total number of passengers carried and the 
total number of those riding in both directions across the city 
boundary gave the number of passengers who would be entitled to 
transfers. To determine what percentage of those entitled to trans- 
fers would demand them, the number of transfers issued and re- 
ceived on each of the seven lines above mentioned was taken. This 
number divided by the number of those entitled to receive trans- 
fers gave the percentage of those demanding transfers. The applica- 
tion of this percentage to the number of passengers carried out- 
side the transfer limits gave the number of passengers who 
would demand transfers if the city of Providence and the city 
of Cranston were treated as a unit. This last number multi- 
plied by five cents gave the amount representing the loss to 
The Rhode Island Company. 

At the hearing certain specific demands were made, such 
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as the right to ride from the center of Providence on a transfer 
to Pawtuxet bridge, and from Pawtuxet bridge on a transfer to 
any part of Providence; but no general remedy for existing 
alleged discriminations in the system of free transfers in opera- 
tion at present was suggested at the hearing, except one ; name- 
ly, that transfer Hmits everywhere be extended to fare limits. 
In studying this proposal, if the same method as that hereto- 
fore described in connection with the lines running into the 
city of Cranston were applied to the Providence lines only, the 
annual ciist to the company would be $312,075. (See "Exhibit 
B" attached hereto.) The same privilege extended over the 
lines running into ]'awtucket, Woonsocket and the Pawtuxet 
Valley would, it is estimated, cost something more than $15,000 
per annum. It is to be noted that these readings were taken 
on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, which days gave a fair 
weekly average. It is tn be noted further that the riding on 
several of the lines is very much lighter in March than in the 
summer months. If the summer season were included the cost 
to the company above mentioned, viz.: $312,075, would be in- 
creased by a very considerable percentage ; and in making any 
estimate for the year this addition should certainly be taken 
into consideration. 

The financial condititm of The Rhode Island Company is 
such that it would be culpable deliberately to deprive itself of 
the slightest source of revenue. It is true that in times past 
privileges not granted by the Transfer Act have been confer- 
red voluntarily upon certain localities under varying condi- 
tions. But these concessions in the past offer no valid reason 
for granting further concessions at the present time, which are 
not required by the Transfer Act and which reduce the revenue 
already inadequate for the proper operation of the road. The 
management has been struggling to carry the burdens of taxa- 
tion and other retjuirements of city and State and the increas' 



-abyG00»^lc 



REPORT OF PUBLIC UTILITIES COHHtSStON. 51 

ing expenses of operation, which last will probably be still 
further increased Jn the future ; and it, therefore, cannot volun- 
tarily grant any further concessions which will reduce its rev- 
enue already too small for these purposes. It is conceded by 
good authorities that the limit of a profitable haul is probably 
less than 4J4 miles, and that any passenger who rides a greater 
distance than this is getting more than he pays for. So great 
have been the extensions of the transfer system in the past, be- 
yond the limits prescribed by the statutes, that a much longer 
ride than this limit of 4J4 miles can be enjoyed for a single 
fare of five cents. For these reasons the company is constrained 
to take the position that it cannot, in justice to the interests 
. confided to it and with due regard to the public service, as re- 
quired by the decree appointing the trustees who are now re- 
sponsible for the management of the corporation, voluntarily 
extend transfer limits beyond those already established. 

The company respectfully suggests that if, as is assumed in 
the preamble of the resolution under which this Commission is 
now acting, the system of free transfers in ,operation on the 
street railway lines of the State is in any degree inadequate, 
unfair or discriminatory, or if the system, of fares contains any 
element of injustice to the public, such defects are due in 
large part to the fact that under the action of the legislature 
of this State the system alike of {ares and transfers is based 
upon city and town lines. 

In the opinion of the directors of The Rhode Island Com- 
pany there is involved in the present condition of street rail- 
way transportation something more fundamental than the mere 
question of the transfer system, and they feel that the legisla- 
ture and the people of the State have the right to the services of 
this Commission in dealing with the subject broadly. The rev- 
enue of The Rhode Island Company is now insufficient to meet 
its reasonable requirements, It has been difficult for it to meet 



-abyGoO»^lc 



52 REPORT OF PUBUC UTILITIES COMMISSION. 

the just demands of its employees for wages. Said directors, 
therefore, respectfully suggest that it would be proper and de- 
sirable for this commission, either by itself or acting with the 
Board of Tax Commissioners, to obtain authority to investi- 
gate the affairs of The Rhode Island Company in the broadest 
possible way, and to make such order or orders in the premises 
as may seem to the Commission, or to the Commission and 
said Board, just and equitable. Such investigation would de- 
termine whether under present conditions the net income of 
the company is an equitable return upon the fair valuation of 
the property devoted to the public service, and if not, whether 
the remedy be a modification of rates or a change in the system 
of fares to a zone or other system. The Public Utilities Com- 
mission would then be able to protect the public not only by 
preventing discriminatory transfer rules and unfair rates, but 
also by preserving for its use a great public utility. 

Respectfully submitted, 

THE RHODE ISLAND COMPANY, 
(Signed) : A. E. POTTER, 

President and General Manager. 
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COST OF EXTENDING TRANSFER LIMITS TO END OF FIVE 

CENT FARE ZONE, CITY OF CRANSTON LINES, FIGURES 

FOR THREE DAYS. MARCH S, 6, 7. 1917. 
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COST OF EXTENDING TRANSFER LIMITS TO END OF FIVE 

CENT FARE ZONES BY LINES. FIGURES FOR THREE 

DAYS, MARCH 5, 6, 7. 19!7. 
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1!XTENDING TRANSFER LIMITS- 
c to Norwood Avenue, $30.10 per day; $11,059. 
1 Haven Avenue. $50,55 pet day; $18,450.75 p 
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OPINIONS AND DECISIONS. 
Commission On Its Own Motion 1 



Bay St ate Street Railway 
Company. 

The Bay State Street Railway Company having on February 7, 
1917 filed with this Commission a schedule of new rates and 
charges, applying to its rates in the towns of Tiverton, Ports- 
mouth and Middletown, and in the city of Newport, the Commis- 
sion on its own motion proceeded to investigate the reasonableness 
of the proposed schedule, which was as follows: 

"STATE OF RHODE ISLAND." 
"To ihe Honorable, the Public Utilities Commission ; — 

The Bay State Street Railway Company pursuant to law hereby 
gives notice that it proposes to make certain changes in fares and 
fare limits and in transfer privileges upon ils railway which are set 
out in the schedule hereto annexed and which, subject to such action 
as may be taken by your Honorable Commission, are to go into effect 
on the Sixth day of March, 1916. 

BAY STATE STREET RAILWAY COMPANY, 
By P. F. SULLIVAN, 
President. 
Boston, February 3, 1916. 

'■NEWPORT DIVISION 

Five cent cash tare raised to six cents 

Sale of nine tickets for fifty cents, good only within Newport 
transfer limits 

Withdrawal of all reduced rate tickets except school tickets sold 
at one-half regular rales 
Changes in Fare Collection Points:— 

Newport— State Line Route No. 229 

A new fare collection point established at a point near Quaker 
Hill T. O.. making an additional (are zone between Middletown- 
Portsmouth Town Line and the Portsmouth-Tiventon Town 
Line, also between City Hall, Newport, and Massachusetts -Rhode 
Island State Line, reducing the length of ride 3.76 miles; length 
of lone 3.76 miles. 
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' PropoMd 

Ftfc in ' 
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The Bay State Street Railway 
ways in the city of Newport and 
town, Portsmouth and Tiverton to 
Island being operated under lease 
River Street Railway Company. 



Company operates street rail- 
through the towns of Middle- 
Fall River, the lines in Rhode 
from the Newport and Fall 
It also operates under lease 
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57 



from the latter company a station which supphes electric service 
within the city of Newport, 

At the hearing the petitioner presented a detailed engineering 
report and survey of the properties in Rhode Island operated by 
the company, made by Sloan, Huddle, Feustel and Freeman and Mr. 
Robert M. Feuslel of said firm appeared as a witness in explanation 
of the report. 

For the purpose of the petition the valuation of the investment 
in actual use for street railway purposes was considered, and that 
part of the investment utilized in furnishing electric service in 
the city of Newport was eliminated. 

The valuation of the street railway investment was further 
separated into that for the Newport City Lines, and that for the 
portion between the Newport City IJne and the State Line of 
Massachusetts and Rhode Island, the result being as follows: 
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With these values as a basis and after the application of what 
is considred by Mr. Feustel as a proper depreciation allowance 
the operating results for the fiscal year ending Jnnc 30, 1914, are 
stated as follows: 



M>SB. Suie Lin. 



Investment Cosr 


$42,211 
8,955 
3.092 


$309,736 
8.699 


$86,322 
17,001 

S.424 


$620,185 
17417 




Investment 

Expense 




Total 
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Depreciat 
Taxei 


$318,435 


$637 602 




Charges 

available tor Return 
n Investment 




Total 
Rever 


on 


$S4.298 
$74,462 




$108,747 
110,735 


Amount 

Inves 
Percent o 


$20,164 

6.33 


$l.«e8 
.31 



A statement was also presented showing amount available for 
return on investment cost of the property in Rhode Island after 
operating expenses and depreciation were paid, for the fiscal year 
ending June 30. 1914: 
Investment Cost. (ExceplinR Express and Miscellaneous 



Working Capital 


914: 


$13,245 
22,213 
1,927 
74,980 
16,159 


26.544 


Total Investment 


$971,691 


Variable Expenses for Year Ending June .W, 
Maintenance of Way and Structures 




Maintenance of Equipment 






Conducting Transportation 










$128,534 




- 


Amount Needed for Depreciation in Addition ( 

Maintenance Charges 

Total •. 


Present 


26,180 
$163,573 
186,31] 


Total Revenue for Year Ending June 30, 1914 




Percent on Investment 


$22,738 
2.34 
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The reports and data offered as exhibits in connection with 
the testimony of Mr. Feustc) show in detail the method pursued 
in arriving at these valuations. For the purpose of this in- 
vestigation they form a satisfactory basis of determination. 

As explained by Mr. Feustel the practice with reference to de- 
preciation has been as follows : 

"Q. Prior to the fiscal year ending June 30, 1914, was a fited sum set 
aside for depreciation of these properties by the Bay State Street Railway 
Co, 

Ans. No sir: they merely expended all of their moneys under the captions 
of maintenance, and a certain amount charged as reconstruction, and later 
when they came to capitalize those amounts they were allowed by the Com- 
missioners part of them as betterments, and non-betterments were charged 
against the surplus which is really a depreciation* charge but not being 
carried as a depreciation account" * 

It will be seen that had the previous method of accounting 
been followed that the amount available for return on the in- 
vestment would be increased by the amount of estimated depre- 
ciation not actually provided for under other accounts. 

Applied to the tables previously presented the result is as fol- 
lows, for the year ending June 30, 1914 : 

Newport to 



Investment Cost 

Working Capital 




'. $42,211 
3,092 


$309,736 
8,699 


$86,322 
5.424 


$620,185 
17.417 
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The Newport city lines are comparatively short, the longest 
ride being the Broadway-Harrison Avenue which is 2.77 miles. 

The Commission appreciates the fact (hat (here has been a 
marked increase in the cost of labor, fuel and of all materials 
necessary in street railway operation, but in the absence of more 
detailed and definite information, we must find from the evidence 
as presented that the proposed increase from a five cent to six 
cent rate of fare in the City of Newport has not been justified 
and is unreasonable. 

As to the portion of the lines between Newport and the Mas- 
sachusetts State Line it ns apparent that the company is not re- 
ceiving a reasonable return. 

The total distance between Newport and the Massachusetts State 
Line is 14.78 miles, as follows: 

PrcMnt Fire. C«it> 
HilcB. Ccnls. Hilfi. 

In Middletown 3.20 5 1.560 

In Portsmouth . , 7.53 5 .664 

In Tiverton 4.0S S 1.234 

Total 14.78 IS 1.014 

It will be seen that the establishment of fare zones based upon 
t')wn lines with a five cent fare in each town results in a preference 
to the town of Portsmouth as compared with Middletown and 
Tiverton. 

It appears logical that in providing for an increase in revenue 
that there should be a rearrangement of fare zones upon a more 
eo.uitable basis, and that there should be an increase in the rate 
paid by the through passenger. 

We agree with the company that there should be an additional 
fare zone established in the town of Portsmouth. A proper regard 
for the closely built up portion of the town of Portsmouth requires 
that a lap-over or neutral zone should be c^lahlished between Cozy 
Corner and Power House I,ane. 
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The establishment of this additional five cent zone will, we 
believe, provide considerable relief to the company, and should be 
given a fair trial before the consideration of a six cent fare is 
taken up. 

This will increase the through fare from Newport to the Mas- 
sachusetts State Line in these towns from fifteen to twenty cents, 
and the rate per mile would be 1.35 cents. From the Newport 
transfer limits to the State Line is 17.19 miles, and the rate per 
mile would be 1.45 cents . 

It appearing that a full investigation of the matters and things 
involved has been had, and that the Commission on the date hereof 
has made and filed a report containing its findings of fact and 
conclusions thereon, which said report is herein referred to and 
made a part hereof, it is 

(362) Ordered: That the Bay State Street Railway Company 
be and it is hereby notfied and required to cancel its said schedule 
filed on February 4, 1916 and it is further 

Ordered : That said Bay State Street Railway Company be per- 
mitted to put into effect without the statutory notice, an amended 
schedule of rates, providing for an additional five cent fare zone 
in the town of Portsmouth as indicated by the Commission, the 
same to become effective upon one day's notice to the public and 
the Commission. 

By the Commission, 

JOHN W. ROWE, 

Secretary. 
August 13, 1917. 
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Application of R. N. Collyer, Agent, for authority to supplement 
Official Classification. 

Upon consideration il is 

Ordered: That, for good cause shown, said R. N. Collyer, 
Agent, be and he hereby is authorized to supplement without the 
statuary publication and notice to the Commission, Official Classifi- 
cation Number 44. for the purpose of postponing until June 1, 1917, 
the effective date of the Uniform Live Stock Contract as pubhshed 
on pages 48 and 49 and Live Stock Regulations, published in ilems 
1, 2 and 4, page 221, in said classification, said supplement to become 
effective upon one day's notice to the public and the Commission. 

January 17. 1917. No. 318. 

Application of the Providence Gas Company for authority to grant 
special rate. 

Upon consideration, it is 

Ordered: That, for good cause shown, said Providence Gas 
Company be and it hereby is authorized to grant a special resale 
rate to the Bristol County (ias and Electric Company, said rate to 
be as shown in tariff of Providence Gas Company, R. I. P. U. C. 
Number 2 and said special rate to become effective July 1, 1917. 

January 17, 1917. No. 319. 

.Application of R. N. Collyer, Agent, for authority to supplement 
Official Classification. 

Upon consideration, it is 

Ordered: That, for good cause shown, said R, N. Collyer, Agent^ 
be and he hereby is authorized to supplement without the statutory 
publication and notice to the Commission, Official Classification 
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Number 44 for the purpose of correcting cancellation notices on 
title page and typographical errors in said classification as shown in 
said application, said supplement to become effective upon one day's 
notice to the public and the Commission. 

January 24, 1917. No, 320. 

Petitions of the Town Council of South Kingstown, the Board of 
Governors of the South Kingstown Board of Trade and the 
Men's Club of Kingston. 

Upon consideration, it is 

Orderd: That in the opinion of the Public Utilities Commission 
of (he Stale of Rhode Island, it is necessary for the safety of the 
public that the following precautionary measures and appliances 
be established at the following places where the railroad crosses 
public highways in the Town of South Kingstown, viz:. 

1. At the Kingston Stalion crossing located at the East end of the 
Kingslon Stalion, the Commission is of the opinion that gates should 
be established, to be operated during tlie (wenly-four hours of the day by 
a galeman and independent of the block signal tower, such gales to be 
fitted with a bell attachment designed to operate while said gales are be- 
ing lowered, 

2. At the Old Depot Crossing located about one-half mile East of the 
Kingston Station, the Commission is of the opinion that, in addition to 
flagmen on duly for twenty-four hours of the day, there should be in- 
stalled an automatic track circuit signal gong of the standard type, designed 
to 'operate when trains are wUhin a main line track circuit of reasonable 
length from the crossing. 

3. At the Gardner Crossing, located about one-half mile West of King- 
ston Station, the Commission is of the opinion that, in addition to flag- 
men on duly for twenty-four hours of the day, there should be installed 
an automatic track circuit signal gong of ihe standard type, designed to 
operate when trains are within a main line track circuit of reasonable 
length from the crossing. 

Ordered: That The New York. New Haven and Hartford Rail- 
road Company install and establish the above named precautionary 
measures and appliances, the plans to be submmitted to this Com- 
mission for approval. 

January 26, 1917. No- 321. 
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Application of R. \. Collyer, Agent, for authority to supplement 
tariff. 

U|X)n consideration, it is 

Ordered: That, for good cause shown, said R. N. Collyer. Agent, 
be and he hereby is authorized to supplement without the statutory 
]iublication and notice to the Commission, Official Classification 
Number 44 for the purpose of positioning until June 1, 1917, the 
effective dale of the following items in said classification: page 79, 
items 14 to 19 inclusive. Bearings: page 133, item 30, Dry Kiln 
Cars or Trucks, Iron or Steel, with racks or standards detached 
or without racks or standard'^, loose or in packages ; page 324, items 
25 to 31 inclusive and page 325, items 1 to 8 inclusive. Blocks, 
Slabs or Pieces of N'alural Stone; page i77, item 1. Woolen Clip- 
pings. Tailor's (Clippings from woolen cloth); said supplement to 
become effective upon one day's notice to the public and the Com- 
mission. 

January 31, 1917. No. 322. 

Application of The Rhode Island Company for consent to laying and 
maintaining tracks at Clyde Car House. West Warwick. 

Upon consideration, it is 

Ordered: That the consent of the Commission, expressed in writ- 
ing, be and the same hereby is given to said The Rhode Island 
Company. (Rhode Island Suburban Railway Company, lessor) to 
lay and maintain tracks at Clyde Car House, in the Town of West 
Warwick, across those certain streets, highways, turnpikes or trav- 
elled ways at grade as shown on that certain plan No. 10023-A-4, 
entitled "Proposed Relocation of Tracks at Clyde Car House, West 
Warwick, R. I.", permission for the laying and maintaining of said 
tracks having been granted by the Town Council of said Town of 
West Warwick on the 18th day of November, A. D. 1916. 

February 7, 1917. No. 323. 
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Application of The New York, New Haven and Hartford Rail- 
road Company for authority to grant free service. 

Upon consideration, it is 

Ordered: That, for good cause shown, said The New York, 
New Haven and Hartford Railroad Company be and it hereby is 
authorized to furnish free transportation to the National Guard of 
Rhode Island employed in guarding certain bridges on said com- 
pany's lines in Rhode Island, for the public purpose of keeping open 
the lines of transportation and communication. 

February 21, 1917. No. 324. 

Application of R. N. Collyer, Agent, for authority to supplement 
tariff. 

Upon consideration, it is 

Ordered: That, for good cause shown, said R. N. Collyer, 
Agent, be and he hereby is authorized to supplement without the 
statutory publication and notice to the Commission, Official Classi- 
fication Number 44 for the purpose of adding to the list of ratings 
to apply, appending restoration, reissue or cancellation of suspended 
items in Supplement Number 3, the following rating: 

L- c. L. c. L. 
Bearings : 
Ball or Roller: 
Shafting, C. L., min. wt, 36,000 lbs 3 S 



Said rating to be published in Supplement Number 4 to said Offi- 
cial Classification Number 44 and to become effective upon one 
day's notice to the public and the Commission. 

February 21, 1917. No. 325- 
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Application of R. N. Collyer, Agent, for authority to supplement 
Official Classitication. 

Upon consideration, it is 

Ordered: That, for good cause shown, said R. N. Collyer, 
Agent, be and he hereby is authorized lo put into effect without 
the statutory publication and notice to the Commission, Supplement 
Number 16 to Official Classification Number 43 for the purpose of 
further suspending until September 1, 1917 the effective date of 
Supplement Number 14 to said Official Classification Number 43, 
said Supplement Number 16 to become effective March 1, 1917. 

March 2, 1917. No. 326. 

Application of The Rhode Island Company for consent to lay and 
maintain tracks in Charles Street and Mineral Spring Avenue 
at North Providence. 

Upon consideration, it is 

Ordered: That the consent of the Commission, expressed in 
writing, be and ihe same hereby is given to said The Rhode Island 
Company, (Union Railroad Company, lessor^ to lay and maintain 
tracks in Charles Street and Mineral Spring Avenue in said Town 
of North Providence, across those certain street, highways, turn- 
pikes or travelled ways at grade, as shown on that certain plan 
Number 10167-A-4, dated January 31. 1917, entitled. "Proposed 
connection at Charles St. and Mineral Spring Ave. No. Providence," 
permission for the laying and maintaining of said tracks having been 
granted by the Town Council of the Town of North Providence, 
February 5, 1917. 

March 28, 1917. No. 327. 
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Application of R. N. Collyer, Agent, for authority to supplement 
Official Classification. 

Upon consideration, it is 

Ordered: That, for good cause shown, said R. N. Collyer, 
Agent, be and he hereby is authorized to put into effect without 
the statutory publication and notice to the Commission, Supplement 
6 to Official Classification Number 44, for the purpose of establish- 
ing ratings for Silo, Staves and Rafters, as shown in said applica- 
tion, said supplement to become effective! on five days' notice to the 
public and the Commission. 

April 4, 1917. No. 328. 

Application of The New York, New Haven and rjartford Rail- 
road Company for approval to granting free tranportation. 

Upon consideration, it is 

Ordered : That the approval of the Commission, be and the same 
hereby is granted to the furnishing of| free transportation within 
the State of Rhode Island by said The New York. New Haven 
and Hartford Railroad Company to Col. Edmund M. Blake and 
Capt. George A. Taylor of the United States Army for the purpose 
of facilitating the mobilization and mustering into Federal Service 
of Rhode Island state troops, said free transportation to be furnished 
from the date hereof until July 1, 1917. 

April tl, 1917. No. 329. 

Application of R. N. Collyer, Agent, for authority to supplement 
tariff. 

Upon consideration, it is 

Ordered: That, for good cause shown, said R. N. Collyer, 
Agent, be and he hereby is authorized to suplement without the 
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statutory publicalJon and notice to the Commission, Official Classi- 
fication, \umber 44, for ihe purpose of extending to July 1, 1917 the 
effective date of the requirement for construction of dome covers 
and valve setting at twenty-five pounds for all tank car shipments 
of inHamable liquids with Hash points lower than 20 degrees F., 
said supplement to become effective upon five days' notice to llie 
public and the Commission. 

April 11, 1917. No. 330. 

Application of The New York, New Haven and Hartford Rail- 
road Company for authority to supplement tariff. 

Upon consideration, it is 

Ordered : That, for good cause shown, said The New York, New 
Haven and Hartford Railroad Company be and it hereby is author- 
ized to supplement without the statutory publication and notice to 
the Commission, its freight tariff R. 1. P. U. C. Number X6 for the 
purpose of putting into effect certain rates as shown in said applica- 
tion, said rates to be published in Suplement 1 to said tariff and to 
become effective on May 1, 1917, upon five days' notice to the public 
and the Commission. 

April 25, 1917. No. 331. 

Application of The New York, New Haven and Hartford Rail- 
road Company for approval to granting free transportation. 

Upon Consideration, it is 

Ordered: That the approval of the Commission be and the same 
hereby is granted to the furnishing of free transportation within 
the State of Rhode Island, by said The New York, New Haven 
and Hartford Railroad Company to Major A. H. Johnson, 1st Lt. 
Theo. C. Hascall, 1st. Lt. George H. Collins, 2nd Lt. T. Dawson 
Brown, Capt. Robert E. Washburn, 1st. Lt William F. Huntley, 
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2nd Lt. Ezra H. Kent, Capl. William P. Shunney, 1st Lt. John W. 
McCaffrey, 2nd Lt. A. Chester Searle, 1st Lt. Robt. M. Fresstone, 
1st Lt. Harold W. Merrill. 2nd Lt. A. R. Stillman, Sergt. James 
Donahue, Capt. Henry E. Connors, 1st Lt. Frank M. Hayes, 2nd 
Lt. Earl R. Reynolds and also to Col. Robert C. Ebbs, between 
Newport and Tiverton, said free transjxjrtation being granted for 
the purpose of inspecting and directing troops on duty in guarding 
said company's railroad lines. 

May 2, 1917. No. 322. 

Application of R. N. Collyer, Agent, for authority to supplement 
Official Classification. 

Upon consideration, it is 

Ordered: That, for good cause shown, said R. N. Collyer, 
Agent, be and hd hereby is authorized to put into effect without 
the statutory publication and notice to the Commission, Supplement 
Number 8 to Official Classification Number 44 for the purpose of 
cancelling the specification for Dry Kiln Cars or Trucks, Iron or 
Steel, with racks or standards detached, or without racks or stand- 
ards, loose or in packages, as shown in item 30, page 133, in said 
Official Classification and for thei further purpose of establishing 
the ratings on Vehicles, not self-propelling, Trucks, Dry Kiln, K. D. 
which were effective in Official Classification Nuniber-43, prior to 
the publication of said item in Official Classification Number 44, 
said Supplement Number 8 to become effective on five days' notice 
to the public and the Commission. 

May 23, 1917. No. 333. 
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Application of The New York, New Haven and Hartford Rail- 
road Company for authority to supplement tariff. 

Upon consideration, it is 

Ordered : That, for good cause shown, said The New York. New 
Haven and Harlford Railroad Company be and it hereby is author- 
ized to put into elfect without the statutory publication and notice 
to the Commission, Supplement Number 1 to its freight tariff R. I. 
P. U. C. Number 361 for the purpose of changing the etfective 
date to July 1, 1917 of the commodity rates shown in said tariff 
applying on bituminous coal, said supplement to become effective 
on one day's notice to the public and the Commission. 

May 23, 1917. , No. 334. 

Application of Narragansett Electric Lighting Company for au- 
thority to grant special rate. 

Upon consideration, it is 

Ordered : That, for good cause shown, said Narragansett Elec- 
tric Lighting Company be ind it hereby is authorized to grant a 
special resale rate to the Attleboro Steam and Electric Company 
at the State Line between Rhode Island and Massachusetts, said 
rate to be as shown in the tariff of said Narragansett Electric 
Lighting Company, R. I. P. U. C. Number 68 filed with and made 
a part of said application. 

May 23, 1917. No. 335. 
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Application of The Rhode Island Company for consent to lay and 
maintain a spur track into the Greenville Finishing Company's 
Plant, Smithfield. 

Upon consideration, it is 

Ordered: That the consent of the Commission, expressed in 
writing, be and the same hereby is given to said The Rhode Island 
Company, (Provdence and Danielson Railway Company, lessor) 
to lay and maintain a spur track in said Town of Smithfield, across 
those certain streets, highways, lurnpikes or travelled ways at grade, 
as shown on that certain plan Number i0067-A-4, dated December 
29, 1916, entitled "Proposed Location of Spur Track into Green- 
ville Finishing Go's. Plant Smithfield", permission for the laj'ing 
. and maintaining of said tracks having been granted by the Town 
Council of the Town of Smithfield, December 30, 1916. 

May 23, 1917. No. 336. 

Application of Newport & Providence Railway Company for au- 
thority to file tariff. 

Upon Consideration, it is 

Ordered: That, for good cause shown, said Newport & Provi- 
dence Railway Company be and it hereby is authorized to put into 
effect without the statutory publication and notice lo the Com- 
mission its tariff R. I. P. U. C, Number 3 for the purpose of 
cancelling certain round trip team and automobile rates and establish- 
ing a rate on automobile trucks on its ferry between Bristol and 
Bristol Ferry, said tariff to become effective on May 28, 1917 on 
one day's notice to the public and the Commision. 

May 23, 1917. No. 337. , 
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Application of Blackstone Valley Gas and Electric Company for 
authority to grant special rate. 

Upon Consideration, it is 

Ordered : That, for good cause shown, said Blackstone Valley 
Gas and Electric Company be and it hereby is authorized to grant 
a special rate for primary electricity to the Lonsdale Company ac- 
cording to the terms and conditions as shown in that certain con- 
tract dated the 19th day of May, 1917, filed with and made a part 
of said application. 

May 23. 1917. No. 338. 

Application of R. N. Collyer, Agent, for authority to supplement 
tariff. 

Upon Consideration, it is 

Ordered: That, for good cause shown, said R. N. Collyer, 
Agent, be and he hereby is authorized to supplement without the 
statutory publication and notice to the Commission, Official Classi- 
fication Number 44, for the purpose of further postponing until 
December 1, 1917 the effective date of the following items in said 
Official Classification Number 44, namely: 

(a) Page 79, items 14 to 19 inclusive, Bearings. 

(b) Page 324, Items 25 to 31 inclusive and page 325, items 1 to 8 in- 
clusive, Blocks, Slabs or Pieces of Natural Stone. 

(c) Page 377, item 1, Woolen Clippings, Tailor's (Clippings from woolen 
cloth). 

Said further postponement to be published in Supplement Number 
9 to said Official Classification Number 44 and to become effective 
on one day's notice to the public and the Commission. 

May 25, 1917. No. 339. 
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Application of R. N. Collyer, Agent, for authority to supplement 
tariff. 

Upon Consideration, it is 

Ordered: That, for good cause shown, said R. N. Collyer, 
Agent, be and he hereby is authorized to supplement without the 
statutory publication and notice to the Commission, Official Classi- 
fication Number 44 for the purpose of further postponing until 
December I, 1917 the effective date of the Uniform Live Stock 
Contract, as published on pages 48 and 49 and of items 1, 2 and 4, 
page 221 in said Official Classification, said further postponement 
to be published in Supplement Number 10 to said Official Classifica- 
tion Number 44 to become effective upon one day's notice to the 
public and the Commission. 

May 28, 1917. No. 340. 

Application of The Rhode Island Company for consent to lay and 
maintain a spur track into the property of the Sayles Finish- 
ing Company in the Town of Lincoln. 

Upon Consideration, it is 

Ordered: That the consent of the Commission, expressed in 
writing, be and the same hereby is given to the said The Rhode 
Island Company, (Pawtucket Street Railway Company, lessor) to 
lay and maintain a spur track in the Village of Saylesville in said 
Town of Lincoln, across those certain streets, highways, turnpikes 
or travelled ways at grade as shown on that certain plan Number 
10254-A-4, dated May 1, 1917, entitled "Location of Proposed 
Track into the Sayles Finishing Co.'s Plant, Saylesville, Lincoln", 
permission for the laying and maintaining of said track having been 
granted by the Town Council of said Town of Lincoln, May 22. 1917 

June 6. 1917. No. 341. 
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Application of New England Telephone and Tel^raph Company 
for authority to supplement tariff. 

Upon Consideration, it is 

Ordered : That, for good cause shown, said New England Tele- 
phone and Telegraph Company be and it hereby is authorized to 
put into effect without the statutory publication and notice to the 
Commission, first revision of sheet 2 of section 13 of the exchange 
rate schedule of said company, said supplement to become effective 
July I. 1917. 

June 13, 1917. No. 342. 

Application of The Rhode Island Company for consent to laying 
and maintaining track in Public Street in the City of Provi- 
dence. 

Upon Consideration, it is 

Ordered: That the consent of the Commission, expressed in 
writing, be and the same hen-by is given to said The Rhode Island 
Company, (Union Railroad Company, lessor) to lay and maintain 
a track in Public Street in said City of Providence across those 
certain streets, highways, turnpikes or travelled ways at grade 
as shown on that certain plan Number 10242-A-4, dated April 18, 
1917, entitled "Proposed Extension of T. O. in Public St. near 
Ocean St., Providence", permission for the laying and maintaining 
of said track having been granted by the City Council of said 
City of Providence by its Ordinance, Chapter 171, No. 257, ap- 
proved June 13, 1917. 

June 20, 1917. No. 343. 
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Application of the Rhode Island Company, (Pawtuckct Street Rail- 
way Company, lessor) for consent to laying and maintaining 
track in School Street in the City of Pawtucket. 

Upon Consideration, it is 

Ordered: That the consent of the Commission, expressed in 
writing, be and the same hereby is given to said The Rhode Island 
Company, (Pawtucket Street Railway Company, lessor) to lay 
and maintain a track in School Street in said City of Pawtucket, 
across those certain streets, highways, tnrnpikes or travelled ways 
at grade as shown on that certain plan Number i0236-A-4, dated 
April 9, 1917, entitled "Proposed location of track in School Street 
Pawtucket", permission for the laying and maintaining of said 
track having been granted by the City Council of said City of 
Pawtucket, by its Ordinance, Chapter 153, approved June 13, 1917. 

June 27, 1917. No. 344. 

Application of Block Island, Newport and Providence Transporta- 
tion Company for authority to file tariff. 

Upon Consideration, it is 

Ordered: That, for good cause shown, said Block Island, New- 
port and Providence Transportation Company be and it hereby is 
authorized to put into effect without the statutory publication and 
notice to the Commission, its freight tariff R. 1. P. U. C. Number 1 
and passenger tariff R. I. P. U. C. Number 1, said tariff to become 
effective upon one day's notice to the public and the Commission. 

June 27, 1917. No. 345. 
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Application of The New York, N'ew Haven and Hartford Rail- 
road Company for authority to supplement tariff. 

Upon Consideration, it is 

Ordered : That, for good cause shown, said The New York, 
N'ew Haven and Hartford Railroad Company, for itself and for 
and on behalf of the carriers wholly within the State of Rhode 
Island named in said tariffs as participating therein, be and it hereby 
is authorized to put into effeci without the statutory publication 
and notice to the Commission, suplements to its freight tariffs 
for the purpose of suspending and cancelling the so-called 15 per 
cent advance schedules, viz.: tariffs R. I. P. U. C. N'umber 11, 14, 
24, 177. 193. 214, 251, 256. 269, 271, 283, 293, 298, 305. 307, 313, 
324, 335, 341, 347, 348. 350, 353. 355 357, 362 and 363, said can- 
cellations to become effective July 15, 1917, and also to supplement 
its freight tariff R. I. P.' U. C. Number 361, for the purpose of 
postponing until October 29. 1917, the effective date of the rate 
on anthracite coal. 

June 29, 1917. No. 346. 

Application of The Rhode Island Company for authority to sup- 
plement tariffs. 

Upon Consideration, it is 

Ordered: That, for good cause shown, said The Rhode Island 
Company be and it hereby is authorized to put inta effect without 
the statutory publication and notice to the Commission, supplements 
to its freight tariffs R. I. P. U. C, Numbers 125, 135, 151 and 155, 
for the purpose of suspending the effective date until October 28, 
1917 of Supplement Number 2 to said tariff R. I. P. U. C. Number 
125, Supplement Number to R I. P. U. C. Number 135 and said 
tariffs R. I. P. U. C. Numbers 151 and 155. 

June 30, 1917. No. 347. 
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Application of R. N. Collyer, Agent, for authority to supplement 
tariff. 

Upon Consideration, it is 

Ordered: That, for good cause sho^vn, said R. N. Collyer, 
Agent, be and he hereby is authorized to supplement wilhout the 
statutory publication and notice to the Commission, Official Classi- 
fication Number 44, for the purpose of suspending the rates and 
regulations covering 15 per cent increase in Supplement Number 7 
and also cancelling said rates and regulations effective July 15, said 
suspensions and cancellation to be published in Supplement -N'umber 
12 to said Official Classification Number 44 and to become effective 
upon one day's notice to the public and the Commission. 

July 9, 1917. No. 348. 

.Application of R. N. Collyer, Agent, for authority to supplement 
tariff. 

Upon Consideration, it is 

Ordered: That, for good cause shown, said R. N. Collyer, 
Agent, be and he hereby is authorized to supplement without the 
statutory publication and notice to the Commission, Official Classi- 
fication Number 44 for the purpose of revising rules 28 and 34 as 
published in item 1, page 38 and item 3, page 40, respectively, of 
said Official Classification Number 44, said revision to be published 
in Supplement Number 13 to said Official Classification Number 44 
and to become effective on five days' notice to the public and the 
Commission. 

July 9, 1917. No. 349. 
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Application of The Rhode Island Company, (Union Railroad Com- 
pany, lessor) for consent to laying and maintaining tracks in 
Chalkstone Avenue in the City of Providence. 

Upon Consideration, it is 

Ordered'. That the consent of the Commission, expressed in 
writing, be and the same hereby is given to said The Rhode Island 
Company, (Union Railroad Company, lessor) to lay and maintain 
tracks in Chalkstone Avenue in said City of Providence, across 
those certain streets, highways, turnpikes or travelled ways at 
grade as shown on that certain plan Number 10209-D-3, dated 
March 22, 1917. entitled, "Proposed double track in Chalkstone 
Ave. from Smith St. to Lisbon St., Providence, R. I.", permission 
for the laying and maintaining of said tracks having been granted 
by the City Council of said City of Providence, by its Ordinance, 
Chapter 173, Number 266, approved June 29, 1917. 

July n, 1917. No. 350. 

Application of The Rhode Island Company, (Sea View Railroad 
Company, lessor) for consent to laying and maintaining track 
in Main Street, Wakefield, in the Town of South Kingstown. 

Upon Consideration, it is 

Ordered: That the consent of the Commission, expressed in 
writing, be and the same hereby is given to said The Rhode Island 
Company, (Sea View Railroad Company, lessor) to lay and main- 
tain a track in Main Street, Wakefield in the Town of South 
Kingstown, across those certain streets, highways, turnpikes or 
travelled ways at grade as shown on that certain plan Number 
10274-A-4, dated May 29, 1917, entitled, "Proposed relocation of 
curve Main Street, Wakefield, So. Kingstown, R. I.", permission 
for the laying and maintaining of said track having been granted 
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by the Town Council of said Town of South Kingstown, June 
27, 1917. 
July 11, 1917. . No. 351. 

Petition of the Newport and Fall River Street Railway Company 
for a certification of the Cost of Extensions and Improvements 
and for approval of an Issiie of Stock. 
Upon consideration, It appearing, after a hearing and full in- 
vestigation by the engineers and accountants of the Commission, 
that the proposed issue of capital stock is for the purpose of meet- 
ing the cost and expenditures actually made for extensions, new 
construction and equipment of the petitioner, it is 

Ordered : That the cost and expenditures actually made for 
extensions and improvements by the Newport and Fall River Street 
Railway Company be certified by the Commission to have been as 
follows : 

RAILWAY DEPARTMENT. 
Order No. ?. 

Tiverton, R. I.. Main Road, Macadam Shoulder. 
The amount of betferment found in this work on which 

there was expended the sum of $5,832.62, is $5,396 00 

Order No. 11. 

Installation of a 425 kw. unit at Newport. 
This work, while not entitrely complete, is nearly finished, 

and the Commission approves the estimated cost of 2S,4(X) 00 

1— Link Belt Co.. loader for coal 600 00 

Sundry Properly. 

Telephone booth at Mile Corner $33 &') 

Payment I0 State of Rhode Island for assessment in con- 
nection with Little Bridge 779 57 

Total Railway Department $32,209 46 

ILLUMINATING DEPARTMENT. 
Order No. S. 

Underground Conduit and service to John Clark School... $3,179 24 
Order No. poo. 

3,400 feet of underground conduit, cables and laterals. 
Total, 84,585 single duct feet with 3-conductor, 3/0 paper 
and lead cable. Work nearly complete and estimated to 
cost in all $53,000 00 
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Order Nn. to. 

18-30 foot poles , 310 10 

Order No. 6. 

2 disconnecling switches. Sandy Point Avenue and at Mile 

Corner $1.499 23 

Order No. g. 

37 -X fool poles wire, of which part was paid by the 
Providence Telephone Co.. leaving a net betterment of.. 440 12 

Order No. .?. 

Joint ownership of 120 poles in Tiverton with Am. Tel. & 

Tel. Co. and the Tiverton Electric Light Co 1,209 OJ 

Order Na. :2. 

Pole line lo Bristol Ferry, estimated to cost 6,000 00 

New Services. 

For customers' connections paid for by the Company, requir- 
ing in some cases extensions of lines, and in all cases 
consisting entirely of betterment to the property, there 

has been expended the sum of 15.922 89 

Ne^ Transformers. 

The present price of transformers is considerably higher 
than the amount the Company paid for the following 
schedule : 
11— IS kw. 
11—10 kw. 

14— 7<A kw. 
1— 7 kw. 

24— 5 kw. 
6—4 kw. 
20— 3 kw. 
19— 2 kw. 

15— 1 kw. 

121— cost 7,163 75 

Meiers. 

The total cost of new meters is approved by the Commis- 
sion, as follows : 
1 — 75 ampere 
4 — SO ampere 
IS— 25 ampere 
28 — IS ampere 
17—10 ampere 
609 — S ampere 

674— cost 5,715 38 
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AulomobiUs. 

1 new Ford, delivery body $544 8S 

1 second-hand electric with delivery body 335 56 

Total Illuminating Department $95,320 33 

The amount by which the actual cost of improvements contained 
in the statement of August 1, 1915 exceeded the estimated cost, 
is as follows : 
Order No. S^*.— Jamestown Extension. 

Additional cost $2,907 1S> 

Order No. 850. — Portsmouth Extension. 

Additional cost Ill 06 

Order No. ^.— Newport. Pelham and Thames Sts.. Under- 
ground Conduit. 
Additional cost 1.719 28 

$4,737 53 

The adjustment in connection with the statement of August I, 
1915 is as follows: 

Additions per statement of August 1. 1915, $236,215.45; 

Amount by which the actual cost exceeded the estimated cost 
in above statement, $4,737.53, total $240,952.98, less proceeds from 
sale of stock and bonds, $227,466.75, leaving. $13,486.23. 

The summary of the costs and expenditures actually made for 
extensions and improvements by the Newport and Fall River Street 
Railway Company is hereby certified to have been as follows : 

For Railway Department, $32,209.46; for Illuminating Depart- 
ment, $95,320.33; for adjustment in connection with statement of 
August 1, 1915, $13,486,23, or a total of $141,016.02, it is further 

Ordered: That the approval of the Commission be hereby given 
to the issue by the Newport and Fall River Street Railway Company 
of additional capital stock, in shares of One Hundred Dollars 
($100) each, to the amount at par of One Hundred and Fifty 
Thousand Dollars ($150,000), to meet the costs and expenditures 
actually made for extensions and for new construction and equip- 
ment, it is further 
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Ordered: That said stock shall not, without a further order of 
this Commission, be issued for less than the par value thereof. 
Any excess in the proceeds of this issue of stock over the amount 
as above certified by the Commission, shall be held for such appli- 
cation to the cost of such extensions, new construction and equip- 
ment for the property of the petitioner as the Commission shall 
hereafter approve, 

July 18, 1917. No. 352. 

Application of The New Ycrk. New Haven and Hartford Rail- 
road Company for authority to reissue and supplement tariffs. 

Upon Consideration, it is 

Ordered: That, for good cause shown, said The New York, 
New Haven and Hartford Railroad Company be and it hereby is 
authorized to reissue without the statutory publication and notice 
to the Commission, its freight tariff R. I. P. U. C. Number 8 and 
supplement its freight tariff R. I. P. U. C. Number 214, said tariff 
and supplement to become effective upon five days' notice to the 
public and the Commission. 

July 18, 1917. No. 353. 

Application of The New York, New Haven and Hartford Rail- 
road Company for consent to laying and maintaining track 
across Cottage Street in the City of Pawtucket. 

Upon consideration, it is 

Ordered : That the consent of the Commission, expressed in 
writing, be and the same hereby is given to said The New York. 
New Haven and Hartiford Railroad Company to lay and maintain 
a track across that certain street, highway, turnpike or travelled 
way at grade, viz. : Cottage Street in said City of Pawtucket as 
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shown on that certain plan, entitled, "N. Y. N. H, & H. R. R. 
Providence Division East Providence Branch Side Track for OIney 
& Payne Bros., Inc., Darlington, R. I. Scale 1 in, equals 40 ft. 
July 3, 1917, F. V. S. 33.50". , 

July 18, 1917. No. 354. 

Application of The Rhode Island Company for authority to supple- 
ment tariffs. 

Upon consideration, it, is 

Ordered : That, for good cause shown, said The Rhode Island 
Company be and it hereby is authorized to supplement without the 
statutory publication and notice to the Commission, its freight tariffs 
R. I. P. U. C. Numbers 125, 135. 151 and 155 for the purpose of 
cancelling said tariffs R. I, P. U. C. Number 125 and Special Sup- 
plement Number 1 to R. I. P, U. C. Number 135, said supplements 
to become effective upon one day's notice to the public and the 
Commission. 

July 25, 1917. No. 355. 

Application of The Rhode Island Company for authority to sup- 
plement and reissue tariffs. 

Upon consideration, it is 

Ordered: That, for good cause shown, said The Rhode Island 
Company be and it hereby is authorized to put into effect without 
the statutory publication and notice to the Commission, supplements 
to its freight tariffs R. I. P. U. C. Numbers 125 and 135 and to 
reissue its freight tariffs R. I. P. U. C. Numbers 43 and 120, said 
supplements and tariffs to become effective on five days' notice to 
the public and the Commission. 

August 1, 1917. No. 356. 
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Application of The New York. New Haven and Hartford Rail- 
road Com|)any for authority to reissue tariff. 

Upon consideration, it is 
• 

Ordered: That, for good cause shown, said The New York, 
New Haven and Hartford Railroad Company, for itself and for 
and on behalf of the New England Steamship Company, be and 
it hereby is authorized to reissue without the statutory publication 
and notice to the Commission, its freight taritif R. I. 1'. U. C. 
Number 324 for Ihc purpose of advancing the rates fifteen "per 
cent, said tariff lo become etfcctive u])on five days' notice to the 
public and the Comimssion. 

August 8, 1917. No. 357. 

Application of The Rhode Island Company for authority to file 
tariff. 

Upon consideration, it is 

Ordered: That, for good cause shown, said The Rhode Island 
Company be and it hereby is authorized to put into eflfect without 
the statutory publication and notice to the Commission, a freight 
tariff establishing class rates between Saylesville and all points on 
lines of The Rhode Island Comi^any, said tariff to become effective 
upon one day's notice to the jmblic and the Commission. 

August 8, 1917. No. 358. 

Application of the Narragansett Electric Lighting Company for 
authority to supplement tariff. 

Upon consideralion, it is 

Ordered: That, for good cause shown, said Narragansett Elec- 
tric Lighting Company be and it hereby is authorized to supplement 
without the statutory publication and notice to the Commission, 
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its tariff R. I. P. U. C. Number 49 for the purpose of amending 
paragraph 15 of said tariff, said supplement to become effective 
on August 8, 1917. 
August 8, 1917. No. 359. 

Application of the Bristol County Gas and Electric Company for 
authority to supplement tariff. 

Upon consideration, it is 

Ordered: That, for good cause shown, said Bristol County Gas 
and Electric Company be and it hereby is authorized to supplement 
without the statutory publication and notice to the Commission, 
its tariff R. I. P. U. C. Number 30 for the purpose of amending 
paragraph 15 of said tariff, said supplement to become effective 
on August 8. 1917. 

August 8. 1917. No. 360. 

Application of the Narragansett Pier Electric Light and Power 
Company for authority to grant special rate. 

Upon consideration, it is 

Ordered: That, for good cause shown, said Narragansett Pier 
Electric Light and Power Company be and it hereby is authorized 
to grant a s]>ecial rate to the Rhode Island State College, character 
of service to be 2300 volt, 3 phase, 60 cycles, alternating current 
to be delivered at one point oi delivery and to be used for any 
purpose, said Rhode Island State College to furnish transforming 
and protective apparatus, minimum charge to be One Hundred 
Fifty Dollars per year and all current used to be billed at seven 
cents per kilowatt hour, said authority to become effective as of 
June 21, 1917. 

August 8, 1917. No. 361. 
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Application of The Rhode Island Company, (Rhode Island Sub- 
urban Railway Company, lessor) for consent to laying and 
maintaining tracks in Main Street in the Town of Warren. 

Upon consideration, it is 

Ordered: That the consent of the Commission, expressed in 
writing be and the same hereby is given to said The Rhode Island 
Company, {Rhode Island Suburban Railway Company, lessor) to 
lay and maintain tracks in Main Street in said Town of Warren, 
across those certain streets, highways, turnpikes or travelled ways 
at grade as shown on that certain plan Number 1O301-A-4, dated 
July 14, 1917, entitled. "Location of Proposed Turnout in Main 
Street, Warren," permission for the laying and maintaining of 
said tracks having been granted by the Town Council of said 
Town of Warren on July 19, 1917. 

August 15, 1917. No. 363. 

Application of The New York, New Haven and Hartford Rail- 
road Company for authority to reissue tariff. 

Upon consideration, it is 

Ordered: That, for good cause shown, said The New York, 
New Haven and Hartford Railroad Company be and it hereby is 
authorized to reissue without the statutory publication and notice 
to the Commission, its freight tariff R. I. P. U. C. Number 357, 
said tariff to become effective upon five days' notice to the public 
and the Commission. 

August 22, 1917. No. 364. 
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Ap()lication of R. N. Collyer, Agent, for authority to supplement 

tariff. 

Upon consideration, it is 

Ordered: That, for good cause shown, said R. N. Collyer, 
Agent, be and he hereby is authorized to supplement without the 
statutory pubhcation and notice to the Commission, Official Classi- 
fication Number 44 for the purpose of establishing a specific rating 
to apply on Military Impedimenta, elc. said specification to be 
published in Supplement Number 16 to said Official Classification 
and to supersede Item 10, Page 32, Supplement Number 15, said 
■supplement to become effective September 1. 1917 upon five days' 
notice to the public and the Commission. 

August 22, 1917. No. 365. 

Application of The New York, New Haven and Hartford Kail- 
road Company for authority lo supplement tariff. 

Upon consideration, it is 

Ordered: That, for good cause shown, said The New York, 
New Haven and Hartford Railroad Company be and it hereby is 
authorized to supplement without the statutory publication and 
notice to the Commission, its passenger tariff R. I. P. U. C, 
Number 173 for the purpose of putting in force certain rules 
and regulations omitted from said tariff through clerical error, said 
tariff to become effective upon five days' notice to the public and 
the Commission, but not later than September 1, 1917. 

August 22, 1917. No. 366. 
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Application of Narragansett Pier Electric Light and Power Com- 
pany for authority to supplement tariff. 

Ordered: That, for good cause shown, said Narragansett Pier 
Electric Light and Power Company be and it hereby is authorized 
to supplement without the statutory publication and notice to the 
Commission, its tariff R. I. P. U. C. Number 12 for the purpose 
of amending Paragraph 17 of said tariff, said supplement to become 
effective on August 22, 1917. 

August 22. 1917. No. 367. 

Application of Wickford Light and Water Company for authority 
to supplement tariff. 

Upon consideration, it is 

Ordered: That, for good cause shown, said Wickford Light 
and Water Company be and il hereby i.s authorized to supplement 
without the statutory publication and notice to the Commission, 
its tariff R. I. P. U. C. Number 11 for ihe purpose of amending 
Paragraph 17 of said tariff, said supplement to become effective 
on August 22, 1917. 

August 22. 1917. No. 368. 

Application of The Rhode Island Company for authority to re- 
issue tariff. 

Upon consideration, it is 

Ordered: That, for good cause shown, said The Rhode Island 
Company be and it hereby is authorized to reissue without the 
statutory publication and notice to the Commission, its freight 
tariff R. I. P. U. C. Number 157, said tariff to become effective 
upon one day's notice to the public and the Commission. 

August 29, 1917. No. 369. 
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Application of The New York, New Haven and Hartford Rail- 
road Company for authority to supplement tariff. 

Upon consideration, it is 

Ordered: That Order Number 366 entered by the Commission 
on the 22nd day of August, 1917 be and it hereby is amended to 
read as follows : 

Ordered: That, for good cause shown, said The New York, 
New Haven and Hartford Railroad Company be and it hereby is 
authorized to supplement without the statutory j}ublication and 
notice to the Commission, its passenger tariff R. 1. P. U. C. Number 
173 for the purpose of putting in force certain rules and regula- 
tions omitted from said tariff through clerical error, said tariff 
to become effective upon on day's notice to the public and the 
Commission, but not later than September 1, 1917. 

August 29. 1917. No. 370. 

Application of The Rhode Island Company for approval to grant- 
ing free transportation. 

Upon consideration it is 

Ordered: That the approval of the Commission be and th^ 
same hereby is given to the granting by said The Rhode Island 
Company of free transportation to the officers and delegates to 
the Biennial Convention of the Amalgamated Association of Street 
and Electric Railway Employees of America during the period 
of said convention. 

September 5, 1917. No. 371. 
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Application of The Rhode Island Company for authority to reissue 
tariff. 

Upon consideration, it is 

Ordered: That, for good, cause shown, said The Rhode Island 
Company be and it hereby is authorized to reissue without the 
statutory publication and notice to the Commission, its freight 
tariff R. I. P. U. C. Kuntber 153 for the purpose of adding to said 
tariff a rate on coal, anthracite and bituminous of seventy-five 
cents per gross ton (2240 lbs.) between Providence and Greenville 
(Greenville Fini'ihing Company Siding), said tariff to become ef- 
fective u]K)n one day's notice to the public and the Commission. 

September 12, 1917. No. 372. 

Application of the Bay State Street Railway Company for au- 
thority to supplement tariff. 

l^pon consideration, it is 

Ordered: That, for good cause shown, said Bay State Street 
Railway Company be and it hereby is authorized to put into effect 
without the statutory publication and notice to the Commission. 
a supplement to its freight tariff R. I. P. U. C. Number 3 for the 
purpose of cancelling Supplement Number 8 to said tariff, said 
supplement to become effective upon one day's notice to the public 
and the Commission. 
September, 21, 1917. No. i7i. 

Application of R. N, CoUyer, ."Vgent, for authority to supplement 
tariff. 

Upon consideration, it is 

Ordered: That, for good cause shown, said R. N. Collyer, 
Agent, be and he hereby is authorized to put into effect without 
the statutory publication and notice to the Commission, Supplement 
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Number 17 to Official Classification Number 44 for the purpose 
of postponing until January 29, 1918 the effective date of item 7. 
page 49, Supplement Number 15 lo said Official Classification, 
said Supplement Number 17 to become effective upon one day s 
notice to the public and the Commission. 

September 29, 1917. No. 374. 

Commission on its Own Motion I 
I 
]. Xo. 39. 

Respondent. 1 

This matter came on to be heard on the 24th day of September, A 
D. 1917, and after the introduction of testimony and the submis- 
sion of data, the Commission is satisfied that sufficient facts have 
been established to raise a question as to the reasonableness of the 
rates contained in a schedule filed by the Providence Gas Company 
with the Commission to become effective on the first day of Octo- 
ber, A. D. 1917. and it is therefore 

Ordered: That the operation of said schedule of rates filed by 
the Providence Gas Company with the Commission to become effec- 
tive on the first day of October, A. D. 1917, be suspended pending 
further investigation, and that in the meantime, the rates charged 
by the Providence Gas Company shall be the rates in force at the 
date of said hearing. 

October 1. 1917. No. 375. 

Application of The New York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad 
Company for approval to granting free transportation. 

Upon consideration, it is 

Ordered : That the approval of the Commission be and the same 
hereby is granted to the furnishing of free transportation within 
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the State of Rhode Island by said The New York, New Haven and 
Hartford Railroad Company to the Newport Artillery Company, 
employed in guarding certain bridges on said Company's lines in 
Rhode Island, for the public purpose of keeping open the lines of 
transportation and communication. 

October 10. 1917. No. 376. 

Application of The Rhode Island Company, (Union Railroad Com- 
pany, lessor) for consent lo laying and maintaining tracks in 
Eddy Street in the City of Providence. 

L'pon consideration, it is 

Ordered : That the consent of the Commission, expressed in 
writing, be and the same hereby is given to said The Rhode Island 
Company, (Union Railroad Company, lessor) to lay and maintain 
tracks in Rddy Street in said City of Providence, across those cer- 
tain streets, highways, turnpikes or travelled ways at grade as 
shown on that certain plan Number I0208-A-4, dated March 21, 
1917. entitled 'Troposed relocation of Tracks Eddy Street, New 
York Avenue to Ernest Street, Providence,'" permission for the 
laying and maintaining of said tracks having been granted by the 
City Council of said City of Providence, by its Ordinance, Chap- 
ter 179, Number 363. approved October 6. 1917. 

October 17. 1917. No. 377. 

Application of Pascoag Water Company for authority to file tariff. 

Upon consideration, it is 

Ordered: That, for good cause shown, said Pascoag Water 
Company be and it hereby is authorized to put into effect without 
the statutory publication and notice to the Commission, its tariff 
R. I. P. U. C. Number 3 for the purpose of combining rules and 
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regulations contained in its tariffs R. I. P. U. C. Numbers 1 and 2, 
said tariff Number 3 to become effective October 18, 1917. 
October 17, 1917. No. 378. 

Application of The New York. New Haven and Hartford Railroad 
Company for authority to supplement tariff. 

Upon consideration, it is 

Ordered : That, for good cause shown, said The New York, New 
Haven and Hartford Railroad Company be and it hereby is author- 
ized to supplement without the statutory publication and notice to 
the Commission, its freight tariff R. I. P. U. C. Number 361, for 
the purpose of further suspending until April 29, 1918, the effective 
date of rates ap|>lying on anthracite coal and anthracite coal pro- 
ducts, said supplement to become effective on one day's notice to 
the public and the Commission. 

October 24, 1917. No. 379. 

Application of R. N. CoUyer, Agent, for authority to supplement 
tariff. 

Upon consideration, it is 

Ordered: That, for good cause shown, said R. N. Collyer, 
Agent, be and he hereby is authorized to supplement without the 
slatutory publication and notice to the Commission, Official Classi- 
fication Number 43, for the purpose of further postponing until 
January 1, 1918 the effective date of Item 4. Page 6 of Supplement 
Number 14 to said Official Classification Number 43 now under 
suspension until December 1, 1917, said further postponement to 
be published in Supplement Number 18 to said Official Classifica- 
tion Number 43 and to become effective on one day's notice to the 
public and the Commission. 

November 20, 1917. ^^ 3gQ 
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Application of R. N. Collyer, Agent, for authority to supplement 
tariff. 

Upon consideration, it is 

Ordered : That, for good cause shown, said R. N. Collyer, Agent, 
be and he hereby is authorized to supplement without the statutorj' 
publication and notice to the Commis.sion, Official Classification 
Number 44 for the purpose of further postponing until January 1, 
1918. the effective date of the Uniform Live Stock Contract pub- 
hshed on I'agcs 48 and 49 and of Items 1, 2 and 4, Page 221 in 
said Official Classification Number 44, said further postponement 
to be published in Supplement Number 18 to said Official Classi- 
fication Number 44 and to become effective on one day's notice to 
the public and the Commission. 

November 20, 1917. No. 381. 

Application of The New York, New Haven and Hartford Rail- 
road Company for consent to laying and maintaining a track 
across Harris Avenue in the City of Providenc«. 

Upon consideration, it is 

Ordered: That the consent of the Commission, expressed in 
writing, be and the same hereby is given to said The New York, 
New Haven and Hartford Railroad Company to lay and maintain 
a track across that certain street, highway, turnpike or travelled 
way at grade, viz.: Harris Avenue in said City of Providence as 
shown on that certain plan entitled. "N. Y.. N. H. & H. R. R. 
Providence Division Main Line Proposed Sidelrack for the Perry 
Buxton Doane Co., Providence, R. I. Scale 1" 40' September 27, 
1917, F. V. S. 35.50," permission for the laying and maintaining 
of said track having been granted by the City Council of the City 
of Providence by its Ordinance, Chapter 180, Number 385. approved 
November 7, 1917. 

November 20, 1917. No. 382. 
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Application of the Narragansett Electric Ughting Company for 
authority to file tariff. 

I'pon consideration, it is 

Ordered: That, for good cause shown, said Narragansett Elec- 
tric Lighting Company be and it hereby is authorized to put into 
effect without ihe statutory publication and notice to the Com- 
mission, a special tariff affecting rate schedules, contracts, service 
riders and regulations that may be affected by Order Number 137 
of the United States Fuel Adniinstrator, Washington, D. C, issued 
under date of November 13, 1917, said special tariff to become 
effective as of November 15, 1917. 

November 20, 1917. No. 383. 

Application of R. N. Coilyer, Agent, for authority to supplement 
tariff. 

Upon consideration, it is 

Ordered: That, for good cause shown, said R. N. Coilyer, 
Agent, be and he hereby is authorized to supplement without the 
statutory publication and notice to the Commission, Official Classi- 
fication Number 44 for the purpose of cancelling Supplement Num- 
ber 9 to said Official Classification and for the purpose of establish- 
ing ratings on bearings, natural stone and tailors' woolen clippings, 
as shown in said application, said supplement to become effective 
on one day's notice to the public and the Commission. 

November 28, 1917. No. 384. 
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Application of The New York. New Haven and Hartford Rail- 
road Company for authority to reissue tariff. 

Upon consideration, it is 

Ordered: That, for good cause shown, said The New York, 
New Haven and Hartford Railroad Company be and it hereby is 
authorized to reissue its freight tariff R. I. P. U. C. Number 327 
for the purpose of changing freight storage period applicable to 
export traffic to len days, said tariff to become effective on five 
days' notice to the public and the Commission. 

December 3. 1917. No, 385. 

Application of the Bristol County Gas and Electric Company for 
authority to file tariff. 

Upon consideration, it is 

Ordered: That, for good cause shown, said Bristol County 
Gas and Electric Company be, and it hereby is authorized to file 
without the statutory publication and notice to the Commission, a 
special tariff affecting rate schedules, contracts, service riders and 
regulations that may be affected by Order Number 137 of the. 
United States Fuel Administrator, Washington, D. C, issued un- 
der date of November 13, 1917, said special tariff to become 
effective as of November IS, 1917. 

December 5. 1917. No. 386. 

Application of the Bristol County Gas and Electric Company for 
authority to file tariff. 

Upon consideration, it is 

Ordered: That, for good cause shown, said Bristol County Gas 
and Electric Company be and it hereby is authorized to put into 
effect without the statutory publication and notice to the Commis- 
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sion, a tariff fixing a rate for financing service extensions as shown 
in said application, said tariff to become effective December 11. 
1917. 
December 11, 1917. No. 387. 

Application of the Narragansett Electric Lighting Company for 
authority to file tariff. 

Upon consideration, it is 

Ordered: That, for good cause shown, said Narragansett Elec- 
tric Lighting Company be and it hereby is authorized to put into 
effect without the statutory publication and notice to the Commis- 
sion, a tariff fixing a rate for financing service extensions as shown 
in said application, said tariff to become effective Decembftr 11, 
1917. 

December 11, 1917. No! 388. 

Application of the Narragansett Pier Electric Light & Power Com- 
pany for authority to file tariff. 

Upon consideration, it is 

Ordered: That, for good cause shown, said Narragansett; Pier 
Electric Light & Power Company be and it hereby is authorized to 
put into effect without the statutory publication and notice to the 
Commission, a tariff fixing a rate for financing service extensions 
as shown in said application,, said tariff to become effective Decem- 
ber 11, 1917. 

December U, 1917. No. 389. 
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Application of the Westerly Light and Power Company for author- 
ity to file tariff. 

Upon consideration, it is 

Ordered: That, for good cause shown, said Westerly Light and 
Power Company be and it hereby is authorized to put into effect 
without the statutory publication and notice to the Commission, a 
tariff fixing a rate for finaancing service extensions as shown in 
said application, said tariff to become effective December \\, 1917, 

December 11. 1917. No. 390. 

Application of the Wickford Light and Water Company for author- 
ity to file tariff. 

Upon consideration, it is 

Ordered : That, for good cause shown, said Wickford Light and 
Water Company be and it hereby is authorized to put into effect 
without the statutory publication and notice to the Commission, a 
tariff fixing a rate for financing service extensions as shown in said 
applicatiou, said tariff to become effective December 11, 1917. 

December II. 1917. No. 391. 

Application of R. N. Collyer, Agent, for authority to supplement 
tariffs. 

Upon consideration, it is 

Qrdered: That, for good cause shown, said ,R. N. Collyer, 
Agent, be and he hereby is authorized to put, into effect without 
the statutory publication and notice to the Commission, Supple- 
ment Number 19 to Official Classification Number 43 and Supple- 
ment 20 to Official Classification Number 44, for the purpose of 
establishing revised Uniform Live Stock Contract and Live Stock 
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Specifications, said supplements to become effective upon one day's 
notice to the public and the Commission. 

December 17, 1917. No. 392. 

Application of Blackstone Valley Gas and Electric Company, Woon- 
socket Division for authority to file tariffs. 

Upon consideration, it is 

Ordered: That, for good cause showrv said Blackstone Valley 
Gas and Electric Compahy, Woonsocket Division be and it hereby 
is authorized to file without the staatutory publication and notice 
to the Commission, tariffs affecting rate schedules that may be 
affected by Order Number 137 of the LInited States Fuel Admin- 
istrator, Washington, D. C, issued under date of November 13, 
1917, said tariffs to become effective upon one day's notice to the 
public and the Commission. 

December 17, 1917. No. 393. 

Application of Narragansett Electric Lighting Company for author- 
ity to file tariffs. 

Upon consideration, it appearing that an emergency caused by 
the existing war has brought about unforeseen and abnormal con- 
ditions, which have resulted in changes in values and prices for 
labor and materials, it is 

Ordered: That, for good cause shown, said Narragansett Elec- 
tric Lighting Company be and it hereby is authorized to put into 
effect without the statutory publication and notice to the Commis- 
sion, the following supplements and tariffs filed with said applica- 
tion, viz.: 

Supplements Numbers 1 and 2 to R. L P. U. C. Number 48, 
Supplement Number 2 to R. I. P. U. C. Number 49, 
R. L P. U. C. Numbers 71 to 79 inclusive ; 
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said supplement Number 2 to R, I, P. U. C, Number 49 and said 
tariffs R. I. P. U. C. Numbers 72 to 79 inclusive to become effective 
on all electricity billed on and after January 1, 1918, said tariff R. 
I. P. U. C. Number 71 to become effective on all electricity billed 
on and after January 15, 1918 and said supplements Numbers 1 
and 2 to R. I. P. U. C. Number 48 to become effective on all elec- 
tricity billed on and after July 1, 1918. 

December 31, 1917. No. 394. 



Application of Bristol County Gas and Electric Company for 
authority to file tariffs. 

Upon consideration, it appearing that an emergency caused by 
the existing war has brought about unforeseen and abnormal con- 
ditions, which have resulted in changes in values and prices for 
labor and materials, it is 

Ordered ; That, for good cause shown, said Bristol County Gas 
and Electric Company be and it hereby is authorized to put into 
effect without the statutory publication and notice to the Commis- 
sion, the following supplements and tariffs filed with said applica- 
tion, viz.: 

Supplements Numbers 1 and 2 to R. I, P. U. C. Number 29, 
Supplement Number 2 to R. I. P. U. C. Number 30, 
R. I. P. U. C. Numbers 36 to 41 inclusive ; 
said supplement Number 2 to R. I. P. U. C. Number 30 and said 
tariffs R. I. P. U. C. Numbers 37 to 41 inclusive to become effective 
on all electricity billed on and after January 1, 1918, said tariff R. 
I. P. U. C. Number 36 to become effective on all electricity billed 
on and after January 15, 1918 and said supplements Numbers 1 and 
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2 to R. I. P. U, C. Number 29 to become effective on all electricity 
billed on and after July 1, 1918. 

December 31, 1918. No. 395. 

Respectfully submitted, 

WILLIAM C. BLISS, 
SAMUEL E. HUDSON, 
ROBERT F. RODMAN, 

Commissioners. 
January 15, 1918. 
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